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Live-streaming the Message 
  
Tonight is opening night of the online series, “Hope Awakens.”  Over 
seven hundred churches across North America are participating in 
this event by training members to be on-line Bible workers and  
taking advantage of mass advertising on social media.  Village Church 
has thirteen on-line Bible workers to connect with viewers in our area.  

VILLAGESDA.CHURCH@GMAIL.COM PAGE !  OF !1 6

Survey of 
Members 

WHAT PROMISE  
HAVE YOU SEEN 

FULFILLED?

INTRODUCTIONS 
NEWEST FAMILY 

MEMBERS

HEALTH WORKERS 
SHARING THE  
GOOD NEWS 

FEEDING BERRIEN 
VILLAGE MEMBERS 

VOLUNTEER

“It couldn’t be any 
easier to share the 
message of hope 
than it is now.”

FAMILY TIES

mailto:villagesda.church@gmail.com


CHURCH NEWSLETTER APRIL 17, 2020

(Live-streaming the Message, continued) 

With COVID-19 stalking our land, many people are wondering if the end is near.  Can you 
imagine what it feels like to live without a knowledge of God’s care, without His prophetic 
messages about how the world will end?  Do your friends, family, and neighbors know?  It is 
easy to share this online opportunity.  Simply copy/paste the URL below into your invitation. 

https://www.discoverhopeawakens.com/webinar-registration-21585698406854 

If you have people in your sphere who are not as open to spiritual things, they may have their 
hearts softened after watching Matt and Josie Minikus’ concert.  It begins tonight at 6:00 pm 
via the Village website: villagesda.org.  The Minikus’ new album is ironically titled: “The 
Space Between” (not referring to six feet, but still relevant).  At the conclusion of the concert, 
viewers will be invited to tune in to “Hope Awakens,” which immediately follows it.  

When you are watching “Hope Awakens” via FaceBook or YouTube, click on the button 
called “Share.”  This will notify everyone in your friends circle about what you are watching 
and remind them to join you.  It couldn’t be any easier for us to share the message of hope 
than it is now.  Let us not miss the opportunity! 

Village Healthcare Workers Share 
Some Village members in the field of healthcare were asked how the current health 
emergency is affecting their jobs and if they have had any special opportunities to share the 
gospel as a result. 

Steven Coy, MD, reports that policies are always being adjusted due to supply levels of 
personal protective equipment.  He is now on call during his weeks off.  Doug Tacket, DO, 
commented that they have seen an embarrassingly small amount of COVID-19 cases at 
Lakeland Hospital as of last week, and because all of their visits are now by phone or video,  
they have had less opportunity for spiritual discussions. 

Deborah Busch, RN and head of her department in Watervliet, has focused on being 
optimistic.  “Staying level-headed and strong in chaotic situations is tough at times…. But the 
Lord is so good!”  She has had repeated opportunities to remind her fellow nurses, “The Lord 
is in charge.  We can bring our cares, worries, and trials to Him!”   

Perhaps the biggest issue our healthcare workers are facing at this time is uncertainty.  Jason 
Russell, EMT, shared, “The constant fear of an unknown enemy causes increased stress for 
all of us, especially as we worry about taking the virus home to our families.”   

Jason has found himself talking with coworkers about God and religion more in the last few 
weeks, initiating prayer and offering Bible verses of comfort.  During one shift, he and three 
coworkers found themselves in a religious discussion.  Someone asked Jason about his 
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Adventist beliefs.  After an hour-long discussion on various points of our faith, Jason invited 
them to our church service, when we are able to gather again, and shared with them our 
various media platforms. 

When patients bring up the current health crisis, Panankosi Mbunjwa, SUD Therapist, 
mentions that this is only the beginning of such events.  As clients question this statement, 
Panankosi shares Luke 21:11. 

Jovanka Mbunjwa, Clinical Dietician, found unexpected opportunities to share with her 
friends and family in Europe.  Aware that she is considered a “necessary worker” and 
exposed to higher risk, they have been checking daily on her wellbeing.  The majority of them 
are not believers and have not been open to her sharing spiritual literature in the past, but a 
high-school friend watched an Amazing Facts video that Jovanka sent to him.  Her cousin in 
Vienna shared that she has begun reading the Bible!  “This would be unthinkable for both of 
them just a few weeks ago, but God used this crisis to get their attention and open their 
minds to new things.” 

Jane,* RN from Village, has been hired to perform daily health screenings for workers at a 
large company.  Sally,* a coworker, was offered the same position and called to ask how Jane 
made her decision to accept this job, confiding that she was afraid of the higher risk of 
exposure.  Jane explained that she prayed about it, then asked Sally if she would like to pray 
together.  After two such prayers and continued prayer of her own, Sally exultantly told Jane 
that she realized she had not been trusting God, but after praying to Him she now has peace 
that He will be with her.  (*pseudonyms)  

For some, the workload has decreased a bit.  Teri Anzures, PT, can no longer see clients in 
nursing homes, and some clients are refusing home visits for fear of exposure to the virus.  
Teri has still found opportunities to share NEWSTART and how these principles can boost 
one’s immune system. 

Pat Moore, caregiver, requested a month off since she is in the high-risk category.  At first 
she enjoyed greatly lengthened time for devotions, but the conviction grew that she should 
be doing something for others too.  She began creating greeting cards with Bible texts and 
quotes to help people through these times and is sending them to everyone she can.  One 
Catholic lady, who was a care aide for her mom previously, has become a good friend.  Pat is 
now calling her once a week, having religious conversations.  Some of Pat’s clients are now 
interested in what Adventists believe about the end times; she is sharing literature and DVDs 
with them. 

Though the COVID-19 pandemic is certainly a scary situation for our healthcare workers, it 
has opened doors to share good news with many.  Let’s keep praying for those who serve and 
those they are serving. 

[Every Sabbath at 4:00 pm, there is a special prayer service on-line for the COVID-19 
situation, healthcare workers, and those who are ill.  Join at villagesda.org.]   
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New Family Members 
Daniel Warner: Originally from Massachusetts, Daniel moved to 
Berrien Springs with his parents (Pat and Rose Warner) eight years 
ago, and still misses the mountains and ocean beaches of his home 
state.  He enjoys car repair and works at Ford Motor Company in 
Mishawaka as a technician.  Daniel has many creative skills as well, 
including photography and videography.  He plays classical guitar 
and has produced music for films and documentaries, including a 
project for AFM. 

Salem Family: Neither David nor Gabriella (Gabby) were 
raised as Adventists.  David’s mother was an Adventist, but 
his grandfather was a Persian from Iran, and David’s father, 
Mohammad, didn’t give his heart to Jesus until his latter 
years.  Gabby’s dad was agnostic, but her Catholic mom was 
converted by a Cuban missionary in the States.  David and 
Gabby moved to Berrien Springs in 2014.  David is Senior 
Manager at South West Michigan College, and Gabby home-
schools the three boys— Reza (10), Shiloh (7), and Kamran 
(4), who love sledding, gymnastics, climbing, and mud.  

Harry and Ingrid Rogers: Pr. Harry Rogers was born into 
an Adventist family in Peoria, IL, and Ingrid is a German 
citizen born in Poland.  Her family became Adventists after 
meeting an Adventist family on the boat as they immigrated to 
the States.  Pr. Harry taught at Village School for nineteen 
years, worked as a contractor for some time, then as a pastor.  
Ingrid also taught school, gave Bible studies, and taught 
numerous cooking classes.  They have three children, thirteen 
grandchildren, and three great-grandchildren.  “Retired life” is 
still full of ministry as Pr. Harry serves as  interim pastor for 
the Chikaming and Buchanan churches. 

Stephen Eccles: Raised on the outskirts of Liverpool, 
England, Stephen’s life consisted mainly of Information 
Technology (IT) work, playing and coaching soccer, and 
partying.  After an encounter with God in an empty chapel, he 
found hope, the Bible, sobriety, and the Adventist 
church.  He studied theology at Newbold and came to Andrews to 
pursue a Master’s in Community Development.  The only 
Adventist in his family and one of few to join the Adventist church 
from the unchurched community in England, he is driven to reach 
others with the Gospel and to share the love of God with them.   
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Volunteers Help Feed Berrien Springs 
April 6th, at 9:00 am, about thirty volunteers, ten of which 
were from Village Church, donned goggles, face masks, 
aprons, and gloves and began to unload a truckload of food 
from “Feed America” in the Neighbor to Neighbor parking 
lot.  Residents of Berrien Springs were already lining up by 
8:30 am, though the event was not scheduled to begin 
until 11:00 am.  The line of waiting cars extended to Dollar 
General at times. 

Crates of produce were bagged for individual families, 
boxes prepared, and canned and baked goods sorted.  
Then volunteers pushed shopping carts along the line, 
collecting one of each item and stacking filled boxes at the 
end.  As the community drove through, registrars collected 
the last name and numbers of people in the family through 
the car window;  boxes were loaded directly into the trunk; 
and the appreciative drivers exited.  The last family went 
through the line at 1:30 pm.  

The event was announced on Feeding America's website, 
Neighbor to Neighbor website, through area churches, and 
the Andrews  Agenda.  Registration reported that 273 
households with a total of 898 individuals were served.  
The team of volunteers rejoiced that no one drove away 
without receiving at least a small box of food. 

If you wish to be notified of similar volunteer 
opportunities, contact Village Adventist Community 
Services and Disaster Relief Co-ordinator, Stephen Eccles 
at, 269-421-1868. 
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The Question Is: “What Bible Promise Have 
You Seen Fulfilled In Your Life?”  
1) “I love the promise in Psalm 66:12, ‘We went through fire and through water; but You 

brought us out to rich fulfillment.’  I've found that to be true many times; God always 
brings beauty out of the hardest things in my life.” ~ Emily Jurek 

2) “‘God has not given us the Spirit of fear; but of power, and love, and a sound mind,  
2 Timothy 1:7’  This is a good promise for what is going on right now.” ~ Kay Kasper 

3) “‘Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 
let your requests be made known unto God.  And the peace of God, which passeth all 
understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.’ Philippians 4:5, 6 
I always receive peace when I claim this promise.” ~ Ardie Jarrard 

4) “Peace I leave with you.  My Peace give I unto you; not as the world gives, do I give to you.  
Let not your heart be troubled.  Neither let it be afraid.”  John 14:27 ~ Pennie Carrington 

5) “Psalm 23 — Because of this promise claimed before I had my brain surgery, I didn’t fear 
the idea that I might die.” ~ Kevin Grimm 

The question for our next issue of Family Ties is: “What was the nicest thing anyone 
ever did for you?”  E-mail your answer this week to: villagesda.church@gmail.com 

Newsy Bits 
Praise - We recently received a call from ECAS, the boarding academy in El Salvador where 
we would have stayed during the mission trip.  The whole country is in lockdown; anyone 
found on the streets can be taken to jail.  Teachers on campus, and three students who didn’t 
leave in time, are starting to worry that their food will run out before the quarantine law is 
lifted.  The perishable food we took in April had already been sold to the teachers; however, 
the dry goods are still in storage.  They wondered if they could use the dry goods, if needed.  
Of course, they may!  Our El Salvadorian brothers and sisters were assured that they won’t 
go hungry.  Provision has been made by a God who sees the end from the beginning! 

Web Cams - Watch peregrine falcons and eaglets live at: 
https://falcam.southbendin.gov 
https://environmentalchange.nd.edu/resources/nd-leef/live-bald-eagle-cam/ 

Quotable Quote 
“It’s much better to meet in person. But, since we can’t do that right now; this is fun!”   
                   ~ attendee of a small group via Zoom 

In the Next Issue: Julie Kelly shares about her recent experience as a student missionary.
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