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Faith Over Fear 
By Julie Kelly 

I vividly remember the feeling of getting off the plane in Hawaii, 
arriving for student missions training. Already I was missing my 
family and friends and the comfort of home, and feeling anxious 
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about not knowing anyone, either in Hawaii or in Palau.  

Before I left, I remember so many people asked me if I was excited to go to Palau, and 
although I was, I was about one hundred times more scared than excited. I arrived at Hawaii 
Mission Academy, and began unpacking. As I opened my suitcase, the first thing I saw was a 
card from my mom. On the cover of the card was a picture of a puppy, positioned at the top 
of a slide, with the caption, “If it’s not a little scary, it’s probably not worth doing.” I can’t 
think of anything better to sum up my experience as a student missionary.  

I arrived on August 8, still feeling as if I 
didn’t know anything about teaching, but 
sure that I had made the right choice in 
coming to Palau, knowing that God had 
led me there. In the next two weeks, I 
had time to unpack, prepare my 
classroom for twelve lively second 
graders, lesson plan, meet tons of new 
people, and be introduced to the culture.   

The first day of school came much 
sooner than I was expecting. My 
adorable second graders were probably 
scared to have a new teacher, but I was 
just as scared to be their teacher!  I quickly learned that a classroom full 
of second graders is not so scary after all. As the days turned into weeks, 
and the weeks into months, I truly fell in love with my beautiful island 
home and the people on it. 

I had the privilege of having so many amazing experiences: swimming in Jelly Fish Lake; 
snorkeling with sharks, brilliantly colored fish, and sea turtles; worshipping with one of my 
students who faithfully came to church with me every week; being adopted in a Palauan 
family; viewing a sunken Japanese plane from World War II; being able to watch my 
students grow throughout the year; eating many delicious tropical fruits; sharing an 
apartment with seven other girls; getting up early to watch the sunrise; and many, many 
more experiences.  

I never imagined, when I made the commitment to go to Palau, that I would end up meeting 
life-long friends and such genuine people, or that when I had to leave early (due to 
COVID-19), I wouldn’t want to go. 

As I think back on my experience in Palau, although there were good days and bad days, I 
never once regretted going. Many experiences in this life are out of our comfort zones, but 
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that doesn’t mean that we should live in fear of the unknown. It is only when we are out of 
our comfort zones that we are forced to grow and expand in ways that wouldn’t be possible 
otherwise. Besides, God is with us every step of the way, and will lead and guide us. I like the 
Bible verse in 2 Corinthians 12:19, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My power is made 
perfect in weakness.”  God doesn’t ask us to be unafraid, He only asks us to be willing.  

 

Editor’s Note: If you are a sophomore in college or older (even retired), you may apply to 
serve as a Short-term Missionary.  Now is the time to send in applications for the upcoming 
term.  Pray about it! 

Find more information at: https://www.adventistvolunteers.org  and  https://afmonline.org 

 

Village Social Media Followers Increasing 
Reported by Pr. Michael Kusarawana 

     
Watching: 1st Week of April 2nd Week of April 11 3rd Week of April 18

Church Services 6,000 7,700 8,100

Sabbath Prayer Mtgs. 700 863 744

Minikus Concert 4,600

Facebook Followers 3,646 4,130 4,325

YouTube Followers 1,657 2,050 2,150

Total Followers 5,457 6,180 6,425
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Julie Kelly with her 
Palauan “mom.”
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New Family Members 
Janelle Cornforth: Janelle grew up in LaCrescent, MN, went 
to Wisconsin Academy, and has been in Michigan since she 
came to Andrews in 1979.  Though raised in an Adventist  
family, Janelle says she lived a godless life until 2000, when her 
brother was killed in a bus accident.  That tragedy started a 
chain of events that led to her baptism four years later.  Janelle 
likes to read, be with friends, learn new things, be active, and 
sing.  Her favorite place to walk is Silver Beach. 

Roper Family: Glenn was raised in Detroit, went to GLAA, 
then came to Andrews where he met his future wife.  Carlene, 
originally from Trinidad West Indies, immigrated with her 
family to New York in 1994.  Carlene has six sisters on the 
East Coast; Glenn has 1 sister in Atlanta, and his parents work 
for Adventist Frontier Missions — so family gatherings are 
treasured times.  The Ropers have three children: Abigail (14) 
is a freshman at AA, Gabrielle (12) and Ethan (11) attend 
VAES.  The family enjoy playing board games, cooking a good 
meal, gardening, hiking, camping, rafting, and picking fruit at 
“U-pick” gardens. 

Brett and Karen Puckett: A few years ago, the Pucketts 
moved here from Arkansas so their children, Matt (24) and 
Melody (20), could attend Andrews University.  Though 
born and raised “Southern folk,” they are enjoying the cooler 
climate and the ability to sit in the grass and not get 
chiggers!  Brett works at Andrews in the Plant Services 
department.  Karen is working to keep the deer out of her 
tulip bed and garden.  The family love the dunes and Lake 
Michigan.  Karen and Brett also enjoy biking, gardening, 
backyard campfires, and anything else out-of-doors. 

   

David Mann: David grew up in Niles, MI.  He and his brother 
attended Village school.  After completing an MDiv. at Andrews, he 
now works part time for the religion department at Andrews while 
pursuing an MBA.  He enjoys hiking, especially at Warren Dunes.  
He also enjoys gardening, spending time with family and friends, 
and reading the Conflict of the Ages series and books on American 
History.  For the last two years he has traveled to Honduras to 
volunteer at an orphanage for two weeks, a trip he thoroughly 
enjoys and plans to continue indefinitely.  
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Generation E  
By Pastor Ron Kelly 

If social scientists would have existed 3,500 years ago, they might have been talking about 
Generation E.  What an interesting group they would have been to study.  Did they have 
post-traumatic stress from living as slaves, or from making bricks without straw?  It could 
hardly have been the first, because every stressor in the wilderness was met with a version of, 
“If we had only stayed in Egypt.”   

It appears that God couldn’t change them.  Ten plagues, a midnight crossing of the Red Sea, 
water from the rock, and daily miracle bread seemed to leave them unaffected.  Eventually 
the cry: “O that we would have died in Egypt, O that we would have died in the 
wilderness” (Numbers 14:2), was answered.   

Decades of waiting, wandering, and wondering must have resulted in redemption for some.  
Unfortunately, we know for many others it did not.  I still find it hard to imagine being bitten 
by a thick-bodied desert viper and refusing to look at the bronze serpent on a pole - but we 
know some closed their eyes in death. 

It appears that deliverance, if it required change, was less desirable than the appetites 
cultivated in slavery.  The challenges and stressors of a journey to the Promised Land were 
not only unpalatable, they were also unacceptable, and eventually rejected. 

Is COVID-19 a wake-up call?  Are the prophetic echoes of final movements as “rapid ones” 
going to fade into silence as life returns to a new normal?  Or do we, like Generation E,  need 
to examine the appetites of our hearts?  Is it possible that we’ve subtly experienced an 
identity shift from pilgrims and strangers in a foreign land, to citizens of modern spiritual 
Egypt? 

God could have saved them all, but some loved Egypt and refused to acknowledge that, or 
change.   Consequently, God had to eventually bury them in the sands of Sinai.  If our current 
and unprecedented global quarantine comes and goes and nothing changes in your life and 
mine, maybe it’s because nothing changes.  

Generation E is both an admonition and an encouragement for you and me, upon whom the 
ends of the earth are coming.  May we not forget the great privilege of being part of 
Generation FE*.  “Search me, O God, and know my heart; try me and know my anxious 
thoughts;  and see if there is any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting,” 
Psalm 139:23-24.  AMEN. 

*Pastor Kelly will have a prize for the first person, 14 years or younger who provides the accurate 
phraseology to the acronym FE.  Call or email the church office with your answers! 
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The Question Is: “What is the nicest thing 
anyone has ever done for you?”  
1) Missionaries came to my home in Camden, B.C., Canada, every week, for six months, 

even when it was very cold, to share Bible studies with me. ~ Betty Wood 
2) The best thing that has happened to me is that I have had the Lord forever in my life.  He 

has always taken care of my every need, never left or forsaken me, given me blessings 
untold—children, grandchildren, family, and friends.  He is my Father, Daddy, and 
Husband. ~ Loveva Slayton 

3) When my best friend made me a get well card when I had pneumonia. ~ Rylee Knudson 
4) My mother raised us with daily worship, Sabbath School, church, and everything we 

needed.  I had such a privileged childhood. ~ Ron Keller 
5) When Gregory was born, C-section, several church friends brought over a picnic basket 

full of things, and we all ate together on the front lawn. ~ Licette Church 

The question for our next issue of Family Ties is: “If you could talk with anyone in the 
Bible, who would it be and what would you ask that person?”  E-mail your answer 
this week to: villagesda.church@gmail.com 

Newsy Bits: 
Gratitude for Gifts - The VAES Home and School leaders sent a little 
gift in the mail, or with their packets, for each student.  Many students 
were grateful for these tokens of love from their school.  One young 
person scratched out the word “small” in the sentence, “A small gift 
from VAES…” and wrote “BIG” instead.  The gifts were: make-your-own 
stickers, a rainbow scratch book marker, and a packet of seeds. 

Hope Awakens - Find archived presentations at: https://itiswritten.tv/
programs/hope-awakens. Take the Bible study course at: 
www.hopeawakens.study/resources.  Or submit a question or prayer request at: 
www.hopeawakens.com/questions. 

Correction -  In the new member bio for Salem’s in last week’s newsletter, SWMC stands 
for Southwestern Medical Clinic in Niles and Buchanan.  David is senior manager at the 
outpatient clinic there.  And it is David’s father, the children’s grandfather, who is Iranian. 

   

In the Next Issue: Introducing the new Principal and the new Kindergarten teacher for the 
2020-2021 school year at our Village Adventist Elementary School.
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