
CHURCH NEWSLETTER APRIL 9, 2020

Village School Pushes Onward, Upward 
through Cyberspace 
By Stacy Gusky 

Our VAES teaching staff has been assigned seemingly impossible 
tasks in the last three weeks. With COVID-19 slamming school doors 
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(Village School… continued)  

shut, our teaching staff needed to find ways to instruct students, create student interaction, 
and maintain the high level of education for which our school is known.  

Rising to the task, while keeping their six-foot, personal-bubble space, teachers and office 
staff gathered to brainstorm and create.  Within a few hours, they learned new technologies, 
communicated with parents, and determined what each family would need to successfully 
complete the fourth quarter of the school year. 

The first week of “School at Home” was not without its challenges: device issues, the 
establishment of safe communication protocols, methods for sending and receiving student 
work, and many more.  Each challenge was met with determination and successfully solved. 

During this first week of “School at Home,” students have enjoyed interacting with their 
classmates using web-based meeting rooms and working on group projects using Google 
Classroom.  Some have even enjoyed lunch time “together.”  

Our school has drawn upon additional resources to provide a variety of learning 
opportunities.  For example, the kindergarten class will have access to “cooking” lessons—
videos designed to teach them how to prepare their own healthy snacks; worship videos, 
recorded by our pastoral staff, help supplement Bible classes; and virtual meetings allow 
baptismal classes to continue! 

“School at Home” is not easy for anyone.  The students miss meeting face-to-face.  The 
teachers are working long hours to prepare videos, research resources, and ensure student 
compliance and safety, as well as meeting with both parents and students by telephone and 
online.  Prayerfully, with God’s guidance, our school family will persevere.  Through the use 
of technology, VAES will continue to instruct the students, preparing them for a life of 
service for our Lord and Savior. 

“School at Home” 
By Amelia & Sabrina Leak 

We honestly don’t mind doing our schooling through the Zoom app, but we do feel a loss 
when it comes to not being able to be around our friends, family, and just people in general.  
After a couple days of doing online schooling, we have already adapted to our new schedule 
and classes.  We do have to make sure our pets are in a different room than we are so that 
they don’t bark during our meetings.  In general, the coronavirus hasn’t significantly affected 
us yet.  We do hope that this whole thing ends soon so that we can see people again, go 
grocery shopping, and go places other than state parks.  The one thing that definitely 
bummed us out was spring break.  We had plans with our parents to go places, but the virus 
definitely put everyone’s fun to a halt.  However, on the bright side, we got an extra week off 
of school so the teachers could prepare for an online school. 
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Village Sabbath School Teachers 
By Laun & Barbara Reinholtz  (These statistics do not include the current service term.) 

Our Village Church is deeply indebted to the many persons who volunteer in our children’s 
Sabbath School divisions as leaders, assistants, class teachers, pianists, and greeters.  They 
cheerfully and willingly give their time and energy each Sabbath to provide a place where our 
children can learn about Jesus.  These Sabbath Schools, ranging in age from birth to youth, 
are staffed by persons who, in some cases, have given years of service to our young people.  

We especially want to recognize the following individuals who have given ten or more years 
in dedicated service to our children.  Their combined efforts to bring our little ones to Christ 
represent a total of 369 years.  We wish to express a heartfelt thank you to each one actively 
involved in these divisions, currently and in the past. 

Jennifer Atencio  16  Rene Church  20  Lori Riess 19 
Barbara Baerwald 30  Rod Church  18  Jan Steele 36 
Jim Baerwald 34  Mike Harrington 20  Barb Veres 16 
Lori Bahlman 40  Linda Lockwitz 30 
Pennie Carrington 12  Sue Mondak  11 
Licette Church 20  Susan Morss  35 

 

The Question Is: “What Do You Look 
Forward to Planting in Your Garden?”  
1) Bob & Cecelia Hess - Have already planted potatoes, peas, Brussel sprout seeds, and 

artichokes (protected).  Will be putting in crookneck and zucchini squash, tomatoes, 
cucumbers, okra, green beans, corn, onions, and zinnias. 

2) Elizabeth Hart - Pumpkins, tomatoes, cucumbers, and sweet peppers. 
3) Diane Trickett - Sunflowers, zinnias, snapdragons, double hollyhocks, Russian sage, 

variegated weigela, zebra grass, pink pompous grass, tricolor butterfly bush, morning 
glories, a miniature yellow rose; and I recently bought a Norway spruce for the backyard. 

4) Bob Rios - Two Michigan-hardy fig trees and all the herbs: basil, cilantro, chives, 
peppermint, spearmint … 

5) Kirsten Baerwald - Sunflowers and zinnias. 

The question for our next issue of Family Ties is: “What Bible promise have you seen 
fulfilled in your life?”  E-mail your answer this week to: villagesda.church@gmail.com 

VILLAGESDA.CHURCH@GMAIL.COM PAGE !  OF !3 6

To all of our S.S. Teachers 

Thank You!
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New Family Members 
Kathleen Trieschmann: Raised in an Adventist home in the Baton 
Rouge suburban town of Denham Springs, LA, Kathleen has the 
accent and friendliness of a “southern belle.”  Before her husband 
passed, they moved here with their son-in-law and daughter, Dale 
and Christi Hodges, who came to Berrien Springs for Adventist 
education opportunities for their children.  Kathleen is a retired 
registered nurse who reads a lot, sews, and greatly enjoys her exotic 
house plants, including a pitcher plant. 
 

Sonny and Pat Kurtz:  Sonny is a “Michigander” and 
attended Adventist schools.   While in the Army, he married Pat 
and raised two children: Marty and Paula (Dronen).  Sonny 
worked eighteen years as operations manager at a large scrap 
yard in Kalamazoo.  Pat worked in the hospital until their first 
grandchild was born, then retired to be babysitter for all seven.  
Sonny likes to fish for anything that bites.  They are happy to 
have their membership back at Village, where they had their 
wedding fifty-four years ago in July. 

Ogando Family: Originally from the Dominican Republic, the 
Ogandos lived in Massachusetts and came to Berrien Springs 
almost six years ago.  Santiago is a nursing student and works at 
Lakeland as an ER tech.  Josefina graduated from Andrews with 
a Masters in Social Work.  Santiago was raised Adventist, and 
Josefina was baptized at age fifteen after an Adventist girlfriend 
offered to study the Bible with her. Adriel (11) and Jasleen (7) 
are both musical; they sing and are learning violin, piano, 
trumpet, and guitar.  The family enjoys hiking, swimming, the 
“Insanity” exercise program, and getting together with friends to 
eat delicious Dominican food. 

Janet (and Todd) Bell:  
Todd (who transferred his membership last year) and Janet were 
married last May.  A native of Colorado, Janet grew up in an 
Adventist family with many exotic pets/rescue animals, including 
wooly monkeys, coyotes, foxes, chipmunks that lived in an old TV 
cabinet, a hawk, kangaroo rat, talking magpie, and rattlesnake.  
When she was 23, she served as a student missionary in Indonesia.  
Janet loves hiking, gardening, and especially Rocky Mountain 
National Park.  She has two children and a grandchild on the way.   
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Awakening 
By Pastor Dennis Page 

I heard the testimony of a middle-aged, Irish 
man with COVID-19. Larry lay in ICU, hooked 
up to a respirator and IV. As his condition 
worsened, he cried out to God, asking Him to 
send some encouragement. 

A custodian came by his room and asked Larry 
how he was doing. He shared how he had 
witnessed God's touch of healing and provision 
many times during the fourteen years he had 
served as a missionary.  Hope began to spring up 
in Larry’s heart.   

The custodian asked, “Can I pray for you?” He prayed for the peace of God to come upon 
Larry and earnestly entreated the Lord for healing. Larry said he felt God's presence with 
him as never before.  That very night, his condition began to improve.  Larry was eventually 
discharged from the hospital.  

There are many in our spheres of influence who are sitting in their spiritual ICU rooms.  As 
they watch today's news, hopelessness and despair set in. Today, God is calling each member 
of His church to arise and, like the custodian, reach out in comfort, share words of 
encouragement, and offer prayers of hope.  

“To everyone who becomes a partaker of His grace the Lord appoints a work for others. 
Individually we are to stand in our lot and place, saying, ‘Here am I; send me.’ Isaiah 6:8. 
Upon the minister of the word, the missionary nurse, the Christian physician, the individual 
Christian, whether he be merchant or farmer, professional man or mechanic—the 
responsibility rests upon all. It is our work to reveal to men the gospel of their 
salvation.” (Ministry of Healing, p. 148) 

Today, with millions of people ordered to stay at home to avoid the spread of COVID-19, we 
have a unique opportunity. It Is Written has responded to God’s call to livestream an 
evangelistic series across North America entitled “Hope Awakens.” An email was sent 
yesterday providing information you can easily copy and paste to your social media outlets.   
Share with your family, friends, neighbors, and anyone else you can reach.  

The series airs April 17-May 16, on Fridays, Saturdays, Tuesdays, and Wednesdays, at 7:00 
pm.  You may register on our website, villagesda.org, or use the QRL code on this page.   

Let us be faithful to our calling so that others may be encouraged, strengthened, and warned; 
that they may have hope and be ready for the soon coming of Christ.  
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Newsy Bits: 
Praise — Julie Kelly was serving as a student missionary in Palau, until 
the school was shut down due to the COVID-19 situation.  The journey 
home was a long one and at a time when people are fearful of traveling 
through airports.  We thank God that she arrived home safely and 
soundly on March 24th.  In an upcoming issue, Julie will share her 
experience as a Student Missionary. 

“The Space Between” - Matt and Josie Minikus will be having a concert for us, via live-
streaming, on Friday, April 17, 6:00 pm, at villagesda.com, prior to “Hope Awakens.” 

Baby Goats — Andrews Agriculture Education Center will be open this Sabbath from 2:00 
pm—6:00 pm for those wishing to see the new baby goats and other animals.  They are 
asking that everyone please remember the social distancing rules and allow each to have a 
fun, safe Sabbath experience. 

Take Your Best Shot — Young and old may submit their photos for the bulletin cover with 
these specs: scenery or nature (no people); portrait view is best, but some landscape views 
may fit into the template; leave some marginal space around the subject you are 
photographing; picture must be 1.7MB or bigger (a cell phone usually works fine).  The best 
pictures are the colorful ones.  E-mail photos to: villagesda.church@gmail.com. 

Village Hardware Store — Because of the necessities associated with their business, our 
local hardware store is still open via the automatic doors on the parking-lot side.  Customers 
may also call in to order, give a credit card number, and wait in their car for items to be 
brought out to them.  The Dents have had many opportunities to reassure worried customers 
and mention the importance of prayer and reliance on God.  “Though business is slow … we 
know God has us here to serve the community; and the good that we do now will be an 
investment in the wellbeing of many, now and forever.” 

Corrections — In the first newsletter, it was stated that Neighbor to Neighbor is open to 
clients on Tuesdays, from 10:00 am—4:00 pm.  However, they are seeing clients on 
Tuesdays by appointment only.  Those in need of services should call 269-471-7411 on 
Mondays to make an appointment.  And the “Newsy Bit” by Rudy Feijoo, regarding the 
Psalm 91 medicine for COVID-19, was written in Spanish, not Portuguese. 

Quotable Quote: 
“I’m missing coming to church.  I know that! ” - Gale Vance 

In the Next Issue: How Village members in healthcare services have been affected by the 
current situation and found opportunities to share good news.
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