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New Principal for VAES 
Village Adventist Elementary school has a new principal fresh from 
the mission field.  Mark and Susan Bugbee served for the last two 
years as missionaries in Saipan and were brought back to the States 
early due to a COVID-19-induced shutdown of schools on the island. 
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When he arrived at Saipan Seventh-day Adventist School, Mark’s first duty was to take up a 
chainsaw and clear away all the trees downed by a recent hurricane so that the school could 
be re-opened.  This hands-on type of administration was not the last of its kind.  In the space 
of two years, Mark saw the school through five typhoons, an earthquake, COVID-19 
procedures, and several “stormy” administrative issues. 

Like any good mother, Susan was not keen on the idea of leaving their children in the States 
to serve overseas.  However, she soon found many opportunities to “mother” the people of 
Saipan by serving as Women’s Ministry leader for a very active group; starting a sewing 
ministry for the ladies of Saipan; mentoring the ten student-teachers who lived in the school  
dorm with the Bugbees; and working at the early childhood development center and at the 
elementary school as a teacher’s assistant and substitute teacher.  In the end, Susan was the 
one who thought they should stay in Saipan one more year. 

Mark was raised Baptist and had a relationship with Christ that unfortunately waned during 
later adolescence. He joined the Marines, where he met several people who were 
instrumental in his spiritual re-awakening.  After his four-year stint, Mark went back home 
to Savoy, Massachusetts, and saw a poster in the grocery store with strange beasts all over it. 
The Bible worker who presented the Revelation seminar ended up moving to a home only a 
half mile away from the Bugbees!  After cooking classes, a “Five-day Stop Smoking Plan” for 
Susan, Bible studies, other church gatherings, and a change in mentorship—eight years after 
the initial Revelation seminar—the Bugbees joined the Adventist movement. 

Mark obtained his teaching degree, and his first position was at an Adventist school.  He was 
later called to serve as teacher/part-time pastor in his home district.  He also taught at 
Laurel Oaks Adventist School. Susan worked as a receptionist/technician in a dentist’s office. 

The Bugbees have three grown children.  Nicholas, his 
wife Katie, and their two daughters live here in Berrien 
Springs.  Rachel and her Navy husband, Levi Springer, 
live in Texas. Anna works as a speech pathologist and is 
married to Boone Menhardt. 

The Bugbees have always been involved with their church 
family where ever they have lived and enjoy outdoor 
activities. Mark especially enjoys, hiking, biking, rock 
climbing, geocaching, and  scuba diving and snorkeling in 
Saipan.  Susan likes to sew and spend time with the 
family.  The Bugbees had been taking mission trips to 
South America regularly before accepting the missionary 
call in Saipan. 

Mark and Susan are eager to move to Berrien Springs to 
serve at VAES and be a part of the Village family.  They  
plan to arrive as soon as the COVID-19 travel restrictions 
are lifted. 
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Bugbee children, now grown and married.
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New Kindergarten Teacher for VAES 
Our new Kindergarten teacher at VAES 
comes to us with nineteen years of 
teaching experience, most recently at 
Kalamazoo Junior Academy, grades K-3.   

Lata Seluadas Elanko was born in the 
Bronx but spent her growing-up years in 
the countryside of New York.  She came 
to Michigan to at tend Andrews 
University and was happily married for 
twelve years before her husband 
suddenly passed away three years ago.  
Family members have been a much- 
appreciated support to her and the 
children: Jacob (15), Nathan (13), and 
Samantha (11).   

Crediting her devotion to the church today to the role models she had in Sabbath School, 
Pathfinders, and church schools, Lata passionately believes the main goal of teaching is to 
build lives for eternity.  She left her first teaching post at a Montessori school to teach for the 
Adventist school system, where she would be free to pray with her students and encourage  
them to look to God for help. 

Lata takes advantage of Michigan weather to ski and go snow tubing.  She also enjoys 
cooking, scrapbooking, and traveling.  Currently, she is teaching her ten K-3 students via 
Zoom for thirty minutes each, helping her own children through their stay-at-home learning, 
and looking for housing here in Berrien via virtual home tours.   

[Note: VAES is grateful that Mrs. Finkbeiner is transitioning to our second-grade classroom.] 

Registration for the 2020-2021 School Year 
To re-enroll your child at VAES or enroll a new 
student, go to vaes.org, click on the tab 
“Admissions,” and follow instructions.  

In-person tours of the school will be arranged over 
the summer, as COVID-19 restrictions allow.  A 
Kindergarten round-up is planned for July.  To 
contact the school, leave a message at 269-473-5121. 
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New Family Members 
Ron Wagner: Ron was born in Boulder, CO, to an Adventist 
church-school-teacher mother.  He moved to Berrien Springs in 
1963 and worked for twenty-four years at Lakeland Medical 
Center as an X-ray technician, running a CT machine.  A sister 
and three children live nearby, and he boasts six grandchildren.  
Ron enjoys turning wood on his lathe, collecting antique farm 
engines and tractors, and praying for his kids.  Some day, Ron 
would like to write a book about his life. 

Orsburn Family: Karmin, born and raised in Berrien Springs, 
moved to Rochester, NY, for nine years.  It was during that time 
she met Jason, a native of the Rochester area.  They were married 
in 2010 and have two children— Allison (7) and Alaina (5).  Their 
move to the Berrien Springs area last fall was in stages, with 
Karmin coming in June and Jason able to follow in August.  Jason 
works as an x-ray technician and Karmin as an occupational 
therapist.  The family enjoys walking, and riding tandem bikes.  
Karmin is teaching the Little Lambs class for Adventurers. 

Easley Family: Andrew, a fourth-generation Adventist, grew up 
all over the US as a “military brat.” Marnie was born and raised on 
a farm in Pennsylvania.  Andrew and Marnie met while working at 
summer camp.  They have five children: Cole (22) is working in TN 
as a welder; Denali (16) enjoys playing ukulele, mountain biking, 
and snowmobiling; Savannah (13) is artsy, enjoys horses and 
playing violin; Charles (6) likes to ride bikes and rollerblade; and 
Soniayah (4) follows everyone around and makes noise!  As a 
family, the Easleys enjoy exploring parks, singing together at 
worship, and spending summers with extended family on the farm. 
   

Padma Tadi-Uppala: Padma was born at Gifford Memorial 
Hospital, in India, and has lived in the States for thirty years.  
She serves as Chair for the School of Population Health, 
Nutrition, & Wellness at AU and Program Director for Public 
Health and Breast Cancer Research.  Her husband serves at La 
Sierra as a Mathematician.  They have two grown boys: Danny 
works at Loma Linda in the Trauma Center, and Michael 
graduates from AU next year.  In her spare time, Padma enjoys 
gardening and cooking. 
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Transforming the Brokenness  
Pr. Dennis Page 

We are seeing a lot of brokenness these days—political brokenness, economic brokenness,  
and as families spend more time together than they probably have in decades, many are 
realizing brokenness there too.  One may ask, what is God saying to us? Perhaps the question 
should be, what is God saying to me? 

In the first chapter of the book that bears his name, Nehemiah is made aware that there is 
political, economic, and relational brokenness in his home country. What does he do about 
it? Does he simply shrug his shoulders? Does he talk to others about what a shame it is that 
there is so much brokenness in the world?  No, this man humbled himself before God.  

Nehemiah took time to fast and pray, acknowledging the greatness, majesty, and power of 
God. He not only confessed corporate sin, but also searched his own heart and confessed his 
personal sin. He laid hold of the promises of God, believing that he was forgiven, gathering 
strength and courage, making his requests. He decided that God was greater than any 
brokenness. 

As we see the condition of our country, our church, and our families, should we be talking to 
one another about the problems, blaming everyone else? The cause of all of this brokenness 
begins with us individually. May we be as Nehemiah, determined to search our own hearts 
and petition the great and merciful God of heaven to forgive, cleanse, and heal the 
brokenness in our individual lives. God will then accomplish what He delights to do: 
transform you and me. 

The Question Is: “If you could talk with anyone in the 
Bible, who would it be and what would you ask that person?”  
1) Esther: How did you have enough courage to go before the king? ~ Dorothy Ward 
2) Elijah: What was it like being filled with the power of the Lord, leading King Ahab down 

the mountain after the Mount Carmel experience? ~ Kennedi Wilson 
3) Elijah: Why did you get the privilege of being translated? ~ Mike Woods 
4) Noah: How did you handle 120 years of persecution (while building ark)? ~ Barry Wilson 
5) Job: I long for the strength that Job had, especially nowadays. ~ Gail Vallieres 

The question for our next issue of Family Ties is: “How should we celebrate our first 
Sabbath together when we can gather again at church?”  E-mail your answer this 
week to villagesda.church@gmail.com 
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El Salvador Container 
 
Last year, many were asking if and when we would send another 
container to El Salvador. Now is the time! As we near the heavenly 
Canaan, why not do a little spring cleaning and start packing some of 
those items for El Salvador?  Please read these instructions carefully: 

1. All items must come boxed or in a crate, unless exceptionally large.   

2. A typed label, listing all items contained in the box or crate, must be taped onto the side 
of the box with clear packing tape. If the item is in a crate, place a packing label in a 
ziplock bag and staple or zip-tie it to the side of the crate.  

3. This time, we will not be accepting any boxes with incomplete packing lists. Boxes of 
clothing must have a packing list indicating the type and amount. Boxes containing 
miscellaneous items must specify each item and the quantity, by Customs requirement.  

4. If you buy something new, use it first. Please label as instructed above.  

5. All donated items must be in good working condition, and clothing should be lightly worn 
but in good condition. No winter clothes. Furniture will be accepted, but must be in very 
good condition. 

6. All pre-labeled items must be brought into the church to be weighed and approved. 
Nothing may be simply dropped off at the container or church office. 

Please contact Pastor Page, 574-532-2119, or the church office if you have any questions. 
When the stay-at-home orders have been lifted, a schedule will be posted of 
when things may be brought to the church.  

 

Newsy Bits: 
What Does Church Look Like at Your House? - A member 
shared this picture of what church looks like at their house.  In an 
upcoming issue, we may publish other pictures (let us know if you 
would prefer not to have your name attached to your photo). 

In the Next Issue: Report from a Village member currently 
serving as a missionary in a Muslim country.
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