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“Faith on the Farm” Online VBS 
By Kimberly Spare 

A virtual Village Vacation Bible School (VBS) for ages 5-12 is coming 
up, July 13-17.  The program will be released online at 6:00 PM each 
evening.  Sue Mondak has been a part of VBS for over a decade and 
Kimberly Spare joined her team five years ago.   Their passion for kids 
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is clearly seen in the programming year after year.  Considering the uncertainty of our present 
time, which is affecting our children as well, they did NOT want the kids to miss out on one of 
our church’s biggest outreach programs for local young people.  

Kimberly has created a program that will teach the children about faith through the life of 
Joseph.   The children will enjoy listening to Farmer Kelly (Pastor Ron) narrate different parts 
of the program which includes BIBLE STORIES  about Joseph; SINGING with Mr. Cruz, 
Jake Mondak, and more friends; daily MEMORY VERSES  from Mrs. Sue; CRAFTS  from 
Mrs. Burke; fun, farm SNACK IDEAS from Sarah Canada and Julie Woolf from the Belleville 
SDA Church; and a virtual tour of ANIMALS on local farms around Michigan.    

Each part of the program will be pre-recorded in the various locations and combined into a fun 
and spiritual VBS for everyone to enjoy in their own homes.   For those who live locally, there 
will be an online registration, opening June 1, to reserve a packet that includes the craft 
materials, memory verses, and other items.   Registered participants will be told when to come 
pick up their bags. Those who live at a distance may still 
participate. Most of the items will be available for download, via 
a link on our website: villagesda.org. 

For those who have enjoyed the PRE-K VBS, for children ages 
4 and under, there will be something for you too.   There will be 
one video with lots of singing and stories. 

Kimberly and Sue will truly miss working with the eighty 
volunteers. They will also miss seeing the two hundred kids 
walk through our church doors this summer. However, they 
know God will bless the kids as they watch online.  And they 
believe the children’s faith will grow stronger as they listen and 
participate in Faith on the Farm VBS, 2020.  

Camp Meeting Update 
Many details are lining up for a wonderful online camp meeting experience!  The Michigan 
Conference has added two more age groups to our offering of children’s programming, creating 
something for everyone to enjoy. Seminar speakers have planned engaging topics that will 
educate and equip. A mini-concert from 6:30 to 7:00 pm will kick off each evening program in 
which we will ponder a Bible character who exemplified what it takes to push forward to the 
finish. 

Tell your friends and family, near and far, to mark their calendars for June 12-20.  In just three 
weeks we have an unparalleled experience awaiting us.  Though we will miss the typical 
interactive fellowship of camp meeting, we will not miss the spiritual blessing. And a regular 
camp meeting would not reach as many people as this one will.  Pray, and pass the word! 
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New Family Members 
Dale and Christi Hodges: The Hodges both grew up in the 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana area and moved to Berrien Springs, MI 
about ten years ago.  Dale retired from his position as homicide 
detective in the Baton Rouge sheriff’s department and is now 
working as assistant manager at Plant Services at Andrews.  Christi 
is an RN and works as a dialysis nurse.  They have two sons: 
Cooper (26), who recently obtained his PhD in neuroscience and 
will be working in VA, and Colton (20), who is an aviation student 
at Andrews. Christi was raised as an Adventist and Dale was 
baptized with Cooper in 2000. The Hodges enjoy traveling, 
camping, fishing, and having friends over for a cook-out. 

Pianist Joins the Village Music Team 
Rebekah Gordan has been sharing her musical gifts on the piano here at Village for the last 
couple of months and plans to join us permanently, when her commitments in Chicago are 
completed.   

Rebekah and her husband Daniel moved to New York from Ukraine in 2010.  Both of their 
boys, David (10) and Aaron (4), were born in the States.  The Gordan family pastored for 
twenty years before Daniel was sent to Andrews for his MDiv.  The NY Conference agreed that 
he should stay and complete his PhD in Old Testament, and Daniel is now preparing for 
comprehensive exams. 

Attending music school at six years of age, Rebekah jumped into music ministry with both feet 
at the age of twelve. When her pastor-father found himself without a pianist in his 
congregation, he turned to his daughter as the solution.  Rebekah went on to complete eight 
years of music school and obtained a BA in Music for piano and choir conducting.  She has 
worked at an elementary school, given private lessons in voice and piano, led several choirs, 
and has served as music director in her church. 

Rebekah’s favorite hymn is “Because He Lives.”  She enjoys 
listening to music from around the world, and likes to explore 
the cultural differences. She also enjoys cooking ethnic foods, 
knitting, and crocheting. She hopes to start a choir here at 
Village in mid-October. 

Welcome Gordans!  We look forward to having you as part of 
the Village church family. 
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What’s Cooking at Your House? 

Apple Oat Delight 
Submitted by Rhonda Johnson 

2 c. oats (rolled or quick)    2 apples, shredded 
1 c. raisins      3 c. soy or other milk 
1/2 c. shredded, unsweetened coconut  1/2 tsp. salt 
1/2 c. pecans, chopped    1 Tbls. vanilla 

Spray an 8”x8” baking dish.  Sprinkle two-thirds of the oats on the bottom of the dish.  Layer 
half of the raisins, coconut and nuts. Add two-thirds more oats. Sprinkle all the shredded 
apples on top of that. Add remainder of raisins, coconut and nuts. Whiz the salt, vanilla and 
milk in the blender, pour over layered mixture. Add enough milk for the liquid to come up to 
the top of the mixture.  Cover and bake 45-60 minutes at 350F.  Uncover to crisp and brown on 
top.  Serve with fresh peaches or blueberries, or with hot applesauce on top.  May mix up the 
night before and bake in the morning for a quick, hot breakfast. 

Sweet Potato, Chickpea and Spinach Coconut Curry 
Submitted by  Collene Kelly, recipe from Shirley Gammon 

4 tsp. coconut oil (or broth + some extra) 3 lg. cloves garlic, minced 
1 Tbls. cumin seeds     4 tsp. fresh grated ginger 
1 med. onion, chopped    1 tsp. turmeric 
3/4-1 tsp. salt     1 tsp. coriander 
1-14 oz. can diced tomatoes, with juice  1/4 tsp. red pepper flakes (optional) 
1-14 oz. can light coconut milk 
1-5 oz. package baby spinach 
1 med/large sweet potato, peeled and cut into  1/4”-1/2” chunks 

Heat oil and toast cumin seeds for about 1 minute. Stir in onion and sauté until translucent. 
Add salt and all ingredients at right and sauté until garlic softens. Add the vegetables and 
coconut milk, reserving spinach, and cook until soft to fork.  Stir in spinach until wilted.  Serve 
over rice or quinoa. May top with chopped fresh cilantro and large coconut shreds with lime 
wedges to squeeze over top.  Keeps up to a month in the freezer. 

The question for our next issue of Family Ties is: “What is your favorite camp meeting 
memory?”  E-mail your answer this week to: villagesda.church@gmail.com 
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Graduation in 2020 - Different but Memorable 
The eighth-grade class at VAES and the seniors at Andrews Academy will not experience the 
anticipated graduation ceremonies of previous generations. However, they will also have a 
story to tell like no other.  As teachers and school administrators surrendered their hopes for a 
“normal” wrap-up to school, they brainstormed ways to make graduation as memorable as 
possible. 

Andrews Academy (AA) invites family and friends of graduates to attend their online version of 
graduation until a regular ceremony can be enjoyed. 

 Sabbath School - Sabbath, May 23, 10:45am 
 Baccalaureate - Sabbath, May 23, 11:45am  
         Shown on Andrews Academy Facebook page,  
        the Pioneer Memorial Church website,  
        and the new AA YouTube Channel 
 Vespers/Class Night - Saturday, May 23, 9:00pm 
 Commencement - Sunday, May 24 11:00 AM  
         Shown on Andrews Academy Facebook page 
         and the AA YouTube Channel 

Village Adventist Elementary School (VAES) eighth-grade graduation will be online at the 
Village church YouTube channel this Thursday, May 28th, 7:00pm. Dr. Kulasekere, Mrs. 
Gusky, Mrs. Bermingham, and Mrs. Butler will be live on location, and the eighth-graders will 
be joining in one-by-one via Zoom. 

VAES will also have a school-wide “Park and Pray” end-of-school program. They started the 
year together and want to end the year TOGETHER.  Each family will stay in their car and park 
in the church parking lot, every other parking place.  School and church staff will honor the 
eight-graders and go around to each car to pray with the families.  [Sorry there won’t be room 
for others to join. However, you are invited to pray for our students and teachers from home.] 

Congratulations graduates of 2020! 
Newsy Bits: 
Correction - The last newsletter stated that Nilsa Ruban’s daughter is married to the Franz’ 
grandson.  However, she married Vance’s grandson not Franz’ grandson. 

Plant Swap - Would you like to take part in a plant swap?  Those who have propagated 
“babies” of their houseplants, started more seedlings than they want to plant, have a plant that 
they would like to get rid of but cannot bear to leave out in the cold, all green thumbs could 
gather to exchange with someone or simply give away their plant(s).  If this appeals to you, call 
the church office to have your name put on an invite list. 

In the Next Issue: Program schedule and all the details about “Forward to the Finish.”  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