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Village Missionary in a Muslim Country 
One of our Church family members is currently serving in a Muslim 
country.  We will call him Gy in this public newsletter.  During a 
recent Zoom interview, Gy shared a bit of what life is like for him, 
some of his prayer requests, and an exhortation. 
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The tourist city where Gy lives is about the size of Grand Rapids.  There are not many tall 
buildings, except the mosques, and all are well-baked in the typically warm climate of this 
country.  Gy lives in the fifth level apartment of a rental building and has access to the roof-
top balcony, which has proved to be a special blessing.  

Gy’s first months in the country were spent living with a local pastor, and the transition to 
his own living quarters came just before the COVID-19 lockdown.  He now sees the pastor 
only once a week as he gets a car ride to the market, which is a one-hour bicycle ride from his 
flat.  Gy’s only other people interaction is by computer. In this country, you must wear masks 
and have papers with a stated reason to be outside. However, if you are caught outside 
without papers, Gy said you can beg your way into going where you want to go anyway. 

Community development is Gy’s official reason to be in the country.  He is writing a  “wash 
project” proposal for the local health department which includes ideas for cleaner water, 
better sanitation, and better hygiene in general for the city.  He hopes to have finished the 
proposal by this week and see it implemented before he leaves, a year from now. 

A typical day for Gy goes like this: open up the house, water the plants, exercise on the 
balcony, shower, devotions (1 Samuel about David, Desire of Ages, and Matthew 5-7), eat 
breakfast, study Arabic, and Zoom calls.  His most important call is a daily call to the 
girlfriend he met here in Berrien Springs, who is serving as a missionary in a neighboring 
country.  He was meeting weekly with his language learning teacher, but is now only able to 
share audio clips back and forth for help in learning pronunciation and grammar.   

Accommodations are pretty basic, as the apartment only included a bed, stove, couches, and 
a table.  There is no oven or refrigerator.   Gy has been eating fruits, rice, beans, nuts, seeds, 
quinoa, chia, and oatmeal.  He was pretty excited to have recently purchased mint and basil 
and is in the midst of sprouting lentils, for variety. 

The local pastor would like to start a garden but doesn’t know now, and ADRA is considering 
an organic garden project.  Gy has been encouraged to pursue his dream of a potted garden 
on the balcony and was assured that when is is time for him to leave, the plants would be 
adopted by someone else. 

He is also planning a blog geared for locals that would begin with a discussion of the eight 
laws of health and add little bits of theodicy, the concept of sin, and great controversy 
themes.  Of course, he needs to learn the language before this project can go forward.   

Despite the COVID-19 interruption, Gy is in positive spirits.  He has already made friends 
with the owner of the building where he lives, his language learning teacher, shop owners, 
and the dozen church members who travel in from great distances when able to meet.  One 
special blessing are the Zambians who live in the area.  Because Gy grew up in Zambia as a 
missionary kid, he has an instant connection with these people. 

When asked what we could do to support him, Gy asked for prayer for the following 
situations: language learning, the completion of his “wash project,” local Adventist students 
who are required to attend school on Sabbath, a friend there whose sister has cancer, a new 
believer who recently converted from Catholicism, and his visa renewal which is late now, 
due to COVID-19.  If he had more funds, he would purchase a refrigerator, big pots, and fruit 
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trees for the balcony garden project. Those wishing to connect with Gy may contact the 
church office. 

Admitting frustration over the COVID-19 shut down, Gy shared, “I just got here and cannot 
do anything because of COVID-19.  But God is teaching me through this that we never can do 
anything; we are used of God and He does things through us.  We just do what God asks day 
by day, pray, and pray more.” 

The other day while at the market he heard the Scottish accent of a frustrated shopper who 
was trying to buy cooking utensils for his apartment without any knowledge of the local 
language.  Gy was able to help the man and pray with him, rejoicing in how good it felt to be 
able to encourage someone — in English. 

Gy exhorts all of us to encourage our neighbors, people at the store, our co-workers whom we 
are not seeing right now, and to pray with them.  “You can!  You can speak the language!” 

Signs of Spring 
By Diane Springer 

When you see certain birds coming back to the area, you know that Spring has arrived.   The 
Red-winged Blackbird, Phoebe, Robin, Brown Thrasher and Song Sparrow are singing.  High 
in the sky you can see the Turkey Vultures.  You can also hear the Sandhill Cranes calling. 

My favorite sign of Spring is to see the Bluebirds checking out the nest box and drinking 
from the bird bath.   What a joy to see the beautiful, color of the male Bluebird!   Our pair is 
nearly finished building their first nest, so there should be eggs soon.   

When I watch the birds and listen to their songs, I am reminded of how much God cares for  
all of His creation.  Luke 12:6-7 says: “Are not five sparrows sold for two copper coins? And 
not one of them is forgotten before God.   But the very hairs of your head are all numbered.  
Do not fear therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows.”  As you watch the birds 
and listen to their joyful songs of praise to their Creator, thank God for His loving care and 
the joy His creatures bring. 
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New Family Members 
Erin Van Gelder: Born and raised in Bath, New York, Erin’s 
family joined the Adventist movement when she was ten years 
old.   Erin majored in Physics at Southern University and served 
two years in Egypt as a missionary.  She moved to Andrews 
about a year ago to work in Dining Services and pay off her 
student loans so that she can return to the mission field full 
time.  Erin enjoys sharing the Gospel through colportering, 
reading, hiking, gardening, and crocheting.  Not long ago, Erin 
served as one of the girls’ leaders for Extreme Bible Workout.  

Otilio Campos: Otilio, known by his friends as Junior, was born 
in Chicago, IL.  He moved to the area when he was 26 and has 
lived in Berrien Springs proper for just over a year.  Junior works 
at Spectrum Health Lakeland as an HR Business Partner.  In 2005 
he was introduced to Bible studies and was baptized at Berrien 
Springs Spanish SDA just a year later.  Junior has two children—
Andrea (6) and Arianna (3)—who love to have Bible stories read to 
them and who enjoy playing with LOL dolls.  Junior likes to read 
and play basketball, football, and soccer.  He boasts being the 
tallest Mexican you’ll ever know, measuring 6 feet, 5 inches.   

Izumi Family: Yuri was raised in Sao Paulo, Brazil and Alexis in the 
Bronx.  They came to Berrien in 2014 for Yuri to complete his education 
in Physical Therapy.  He now works as a home health PT.  Alexis 
graduated from Union College as a PA and rejoices in a transfer from 
nocturnal hospitalist to a day position!  Caleb (15) is a Freshman at AA, 
Ethan (13) 7th grade at VAES, Cassia (8) 2nd grade at VAES.  Also with 
them is Benjamin, a sophomore from Brazil.  Yuri loves soccer. Alexis 
enjoys cooking and hosting people.  Their family enjoys exploring new 
places, volunteering at N2N, and long game nights of Dutch Blitz. 
   

Gettys Family: Rob grew up as a PK and graduated from 
Southern with a BS in Health, P.E. and Recreation.  Rob works 
at AU as Director of Athletics and also enjoys hiking, golf, 
visiting MLB stadiums and his “chainsaw ministry.” He would 
love to thru-hike the Appalachian Trail.  Brandy, from Georgia, 
is the 5th grade home room teacher and 6th grade Language 
Arts and Science teacher at VAES.  She enjoys visiting national 
parks, working out, interior decorating, and planning trips.  
The Gettys have two sons: Trey (20) a freshman at SAU and 
Caleb (19) a freshman at WWU. 
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The Question Is: “How should we celebrate the first 
Sabbath we can gather together again at church?”  
1. A testimony time when we share how God cared for us/what we were enabled to do for 

Him and spiritual lessons we learned during this separation time.  
2. I wish we could have an outdoor church experience somewhere in nature with a picnic 

afterwards. 
3. A communion service without the foot washing part (if not allowed contact yet). 
4. A special time of prayer, all together as a church family. 
5. Congregational singing!  I miss that! 

The question for our next issue of Family Ties is: “What does church look like at your 
house?”  Take a picture tomorrow and e-mail it this week to: villagesda.church@gmail.com 

Quotable Quote: 
“When we can go back to church, are we going to have church every day?  We have to, 
because we are behind now.” - Terry Burrandt 

Newsy Bits: 
Hotspot Witnessing - Veronica Johnsen noticed on her phone that someone near her had 
a mobile hotspot* named: "4 God So Loved The World.”  Why not be creative in how you 
name your hotspot?  Share a message of hope.  (*A hotspot is a wireless access point that 
shares the phone's cellular data, allowing someone to go online through their smartphone.  
Not all cell phones services have this capability.) 

Church Directory - An online church directory that will work on your computer or 
smartphone is available to all Village members.  The online directory includes the most up-
to-date contact information, a picture, and a one-click way to call, text, or get mapped 
directions.  If you would like the instructions, contact the church office: 269-471-7795. 
Note: This service is secured in such a way that only Village members may access it.  Thank 
you, all Village guests, for understanding why the system will not allow us to add you.  

In the Next Issue: A Village Church online Camp Meeting!
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