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“Forward to the Finish” Takes Off 

One might think that our virtual camp meeting, “Forward to the 
Finish,” came to an end on June 20.  However, the camp meeting was 
actually a call to take off with renewed zeal, and many are doing just 
that.  Viewers are requesting audio copies of the sermons to share 
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with friends and family members who don’t have internet. The church office has received 
calls from several more who wanted to know where to send their checks for the camp 
meeting offering.  Some have changed their morning prayer time from the “under the covers” 
variety to the “kneel by the bed and pray out loud” version. Some have recommitted to 
reading the Bible every day. Others are gathering Sabbath school materials to keep their 
family worship time with the little ones going.  Some are pondering new mission ventures.  
All those who heard the messages are pressing on with renewed courage. 

If you missed all of this, it is not too late to catch up.  All camp meeting seminars and evening 
sermons are available on YouTube.  Go to the camp meeting web page (villagesda.org/cm) 
and click on the evening meeting schedule or the seminar schedule.  That will take you to a 
description page where you may click on the face of the speaker and be taken directly to their 
presentations on YouTube. 

For those of you who find yourselves singing the chorus of the theme song over and over, 
trying to remember the rest of the words, here are the lyrics: 

“Let Us Run” 
by Marty Goetz 

Can you see how we are we are surrounded 
By so great a cloud of witnesses, 
Those who paid the price, 
the supreme sacrifice, 
Those of whom this world was not worthy? 

Chorus: 
Let us run, run, run the race with endurance,  
laying aside every weight, 
casting aside every sin. 
Let us run, run, fixing our eyes on the Son, 
Looking to Him, 
Finishing what we’ve begun. 
Let us run! 

And do you see, now we are entrusted 
With continuing what others started? 
They have passed the baton, 
Straight and fast ’til we’ve won. 
We will run to Him who is holy. 
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Camp Meeting Viewers 
Reported by Pr. Michael Kusarawana 

“Faith on the Farm” Virtual VBS 
Next up on the calendar is our annual Vacation Bible School with a twist. The entire VBS will 
be shown online each evening, 6:00 pm, via our Facebook page. 

All local children may receive a bag with 
supplies to make the crafts each day.  Go to 
our website: villagesda.org. Click on the 
banner with the red barn. Then click 
“register” and follow the instructions. 

Bags may be picked up the Sunday before 
VBS begins, July 12, at Village, under the 
pergola.  If you cannot come that day, bags 
will be available Monday, July 13, from the 
church office.  Don’t live locally? Download 
and print the materials for your child from 
the website.  Enjoy your trip to the farm! 
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Evening Plenary  4,000/night   36,757 total  

Daytime Seminars 4,224/day    38,074 total 

Total Viewers  8,200/day    74,831 total

80% of the viewers were from the United States 

52% of the USA viewers were from Michigan 

1,342 viewers were from the 10/40 Window
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New Beginnings at VAES 
The 2020-2021 school year will be a fresh start to Christian Education in the Berrien Springs 
area.   Mr. Mark Bugbee will be leading the VAES staff and families on a journey to higher 
ground in the discipleship of our children and their academic progress.   New staff, and a 
renewed emphasis on the essentials of Adventist education will be the highlights of the 
school year.  Additional educational tours have been added to the upper grade learning 
experience, along with a number of mini-courses to enhance the practical as well as 
academic learning options.   

The Florida biology trip for 7th graders will allow our students to experience the school’s 
renewed focus on contact with nature and nature’s God as they snorkel and study amid the 
reefs of the Keys.   Time in the Everglades will broaden their understanding of yet another 
ecosystem.  The trip will provide opportunities for learning and great fun together.   

The sixth graders will spend a week in the out-of-doors in caves, rivers, and hills of Kentucky 
and Tennessee in conjunction with Southern Adventist University.  And, of course, our yearly 
trip to the Boundary Waters remains an exciting start to the new year.   

The upper grades will now enjoy eight, four-week, mini-courses on various topics such as: 
cooking, mechanics, life-skills, career exploration, typing, etc.  Students will choose these 
courses from the list of offerings.  This new class period will provide individualized learning 
and practical instruction such as prescribed in the book Education.  

In the technology arena, 40 new Chrome books have been purchased by the school to 
continue a 21st-century engagement with information technologies.   
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Beyond the exciting upgrades to the student’s academic experience, is the remodeling that is 
underway at our facility.   Due to the age of the school the plumbing infrastructure has to be 
replaced.  New water lines will be bored under the building and run throughout the entirety 
of our physical plant. 

On the cosmetic side, fresh paint will brighten the hallways and gymnasium walls, along with 
new flooring in the main corridor and in the 7th and 8th grade rooms. Lockers have been 
donated to replace our aging structures. The gym stage will be sanded and refinished and the 
curtains replaced. Touch-less water fountains and faucets will be installed throughout the 
building.   A new shed has been erected for the garden project and a yard hydrant will be 
placed for easy watering access for the growing plants.   Plans are also in the making for new 
trees, plants, and a walking track.   

Our new principal, Mark Bugbee, is actively recruiting.  If you would like to speak with him 
call: 361-415-0490. And our new Kindergarten teacher, Lata Elanko, is ready for the 
Kindergarten Round-Up event, July 2, 6:30-8:00 pm, at the school. Contact VAES office for 
more information: 269-473-5121. All of the teachers are eager to begin the new term with 
these positive changes and more.  It’s going to be a wonderful year at VAES! 

A Friend in Need . . . 
By Collene Kelly 

One of my former students habitually did not turn in outside projects that required materials 
from home.  Towards the end of the year I discovered the family didn’t have money for gas, 
and I then understood why poster board was not a priority.  Their family was in need. 

Our community is blessed with many students, often far from home, who sometimes  
struggle with basic necessities. Families face difficult decisions, especially since campus work 
has dwindled due to the pandemic.   

Ten needy families have been selected by student housing. We are looking for ten 
individuals/families from Village church who would be willing to assist a family during July 
and August with a grocery bag or two a couple times a month.  As you find a great sale, or 
just fill your own cart, you could purchase extra items to help your adopted family. 

If you are interested in helping, please contact Collene Kelly at 317-385-5390. 
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The Question Is: “What was your favorite part 
of camp meeting?”  
1) The Sabbath program reminded me of Sabbaths at Grand Ledge. I enjoyed getting 

visually acquainted with our conference officials.  It was very good and very up-lifting.  
I’m glad our church was able to be the host/organizer of this event for everyone.  ~ 
Kendall Hill 

2) I liked the evening sermons.  Pr. Kelly’s was my favorite.  ~ Dulci Hulick 
3) My favorite parts of Camp Wanna Go were the activities and cooking.  ~ Eliana Atencio   

I liked that, plus the singing. ~ Joshua Atencio    
I also liked seeing Hudson and J.J. on the Place to Do Something!  ~ Elena Atencio 

4) Vicki Griffin’s seminars were my favorite part.  ~ Elizabeth Hinkle 
5) I enjoyed hearing the different ministers highlight the Bible characters. This gave us a 

view of what those individuals were like and how God used them, even though they were 
faulty like us.  I also really enjoyed Vicki Griffin’s seminar - it was so personal.  And the 
interview with Pr. Dennis was encouraging too.  I had not been to camp meeting for years, 
so I really enjoyed this virtual option.  It brought camp meeting to me!  ~ Doris Ferris 

6) My daughter Abby (5 years old) loved A Place to Do Something children’s program, 
especially the crafts and the stories about the missionary to China.  ~ Adrienne Greene 

7) Enjoyed a lot of things: the sermons—each one was inspirational, the concerts; I enjoyed 
being in church with people and the testimonies that were read.  ~ Mike Hoover 

The question for our next issue of Family Ties is: “How do you maintain your personal 
time with God in prayer and the study of His Word?”  E-mail your answer this week 
to: villagesda.church@gmail.com 

Newsy Bits: 
Special Vespers this Sabbath - June 27, 7:00 pm, we will enjoy music interspersed with 
stories from the field by our young people who serve as literature evangelists.  Due to 
COVID19 they cannot sell books door to door this year, but they can drop them off!  Plans 
are to gather donations to purchase books and leave them at doors in dark counties and in 
areas where immigrants live who do not know Jesus yet.  Come be inspired and consider 
what you can do to help forward this mission. 

El Salvador Container - Items for El Salvador are now being accepted.  Please see the 
webpage for detailed packing instructions: villagesda.org/el-salvador.  Bring your items to 
the church office to be weighed and logged in, Monday—Friday, 8:30 am—noon. 

Plant Swap - Sunday, July 19, 10:00 am, under the pergola at Village Church.  Bring the 
plants you have propagated or don’t want anymore, and give them away or swap for someone 
else’s.  Please remember to abide by social distancing rules. 
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VAES 6th grade Educational 
Tour Late October 2020 

Our 6th grade class will be taking an 
Ecology Education trip to the 
Mammoth Cave area in the Fall! 

Camping, kayaking, studying cave ecosystems, animals, park 
clean up, visit Southern Adventist University, Historical studies. 
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VAES 7th grade Educational 
Tour February 2021 

Our 7th grade class will be taking a 
Biology Education trip to the Florida 
Keys in February! 

Snorkeling over reefs, studying of ecosystems, park clean up, 
camping, visit Florida Everglades, learning about other 
cultures, visit Southern Adventist University and much, much 
more. 
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