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Boundary Waters Adventure  
On September 6th, fifty-four people from Michigan headed for the 
wilderness of the Boundary Waters. This beautiful area in northern 
Minnesota, along 150 miles of the Canadian border, includes over 
1,000 lakes and covers 1,098,057 acres on the US side. 
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CANOE TRIP?
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“…the bonds formed 
through such 

togetherness will be 
the adventurer’s best 

souvenirs…”
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The wilderness adventurers included twenty-four students, all accompanied by a parent or 
guardian. Participants were members of Village, Stevensville, Niles, and Dowagiac churches. 
And the age-span ranged from four years old to seventy-one. 

The first evening thirty-nine adventurers fit into three bunkhouses off Moose Lake. The rest 
stayed in tents and braved the stiff winds that blew that night. By 9:00 am all seven groups 
had collected their canoes and launched toward whatever wilderness destinations their 
group had chosen. Per park regulation, each group consisted of no more than four canoes 
and nine people. 

For the next five days the groups paddled, portaged everything overland when rapids or land 
prohibited paddling, pitched camp, cooked over open fires, and had worships together. Some 
brave souls swam in the frigid water and some fished. The first two nights, tents frosted as 
the temperature dropped below freezing. However, the weather warmed up toward the end 
of the week, and everyone rejoiced that it didn’t rain until Sabbath. 

Adventurers spotted a black bear, beavers, otter, deer, pine squirrels, chipmunks, mice, some 
variety of weasel that was eating a bird, a snake, toads, turtle, bald eagles, geese, vultures, 
loons with their babies, mergansers, mallards, trumpeter swans, chickadees, white-throated 
sparrows, grouse, a ptarmigan, turkeys, crows, a very large spider, spiders that could walk on 
water, water skimmers, several varieties of dragonflies, many smallmouth bass, walleye, 
northern pike, crawdads, and a clam which was caught by a fishing pole.  Someone thinks 
they spotted a moose while driving between campsites. 

On Friday, all groups reluctantly returned from the waters by noon. Then they headed 
somewhere to get a shower, to find some food not cooked over a fire, and to purchase 
souvenirs from the shops at Ely. Tents were pitched again and Friday evening vespers were 
held at the Kawishiwi campsite with “the big rock.” A camper from another site commented 
on the beautiful singing and marveled at how in tune the group was.   

The fireplace in the log cabin pavilion afforded a warm, dry place on that rainy morning for 
the entire group to spend Sabbath together. After breakfast, the group was divided into four 
groups who each chose a story from the book of Acts about witnessing. The group acted out 
the story as a charade, and then shared three lessons they learned about witnessing from that 
account. Many practical insights were discussed. Pr. Kelly shared for church service about 
the journey of life, and challenged the adventurers to think about what they will do 
differently on the rest of their pilgrimage. 

After lunch, participants hiked at Kawishiwi Falls. After supper, awards (a bottle of locally 
made Dorothy’s Root Beer) were given out. These ignominious awards, such as the award to 
the person who left the most socks in the Boundary Waters, will not be published for the sake 
of those who received them. The final campfire that evening at “the big rock” didn’t last long, 
as even the young people were tired out (almost) after their week of adventure.  

The lessons learned, the invigorating exercise, the peace of the wilderness, and the bonds 
formed through such togetherness will be the adventurers’ best souvenirs of their Boundary 
Waters experience. 

(see collages of pictures at the end of the newsletter) 
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Newest Member of the Family 
Sabbath, September 5th, during second service, Kathy 
Sturgess was baptized. Family members and coworkers 
accepted her invitation to witness the event, and everyone who 
has had the opportunity to get to know Kathy in the past year 
was equally pleased to witness her public proclamation. 

Kathy was raised a Baptist and had a relationship with Jesus from childhood.  Somewhere in 
her adult years she strayed, but recently came back to Him through the encouragement of a 
friend and a different congregation.   

It was during this time of grateful reconnecting that Kathy found herself at Lowes, 
purchasing a new refrigerator with the assistance of Lowes employee and Village member, 
Fainer Benjamin. A reference to God’s goodness transitioned quickly to a spiritual 
conversation.  Fainer invited Kathy to Jesus on Prophecy (JOP), and she was intrigued.   

The first night Kathy attended JOP the topic was the state of the dead.  Shocked at the clear 
Biblical truth she had never noticed, despite multiple readings through the Bible, Kathy was 
overwhelmed with the thought, “How could I have missed this?” She attended JOP regularly 
and learned more things she hadn’t seen before.  Transitioning to regular church attendance, 
Kathy enjoyed the teachings in Pastor Page’s Sabbath School class. 

Fainer and his mother, Shami, studied further with Kathy throughout the past year. They 
were happy to be a part of God’s efforts to bring Kathy to the Adventist movement. And it is 
evident that God will use Kathy to bring others as well! 

Prayer Walk at VAES 
Well over seventy-five people attended the prayer walk 
vespers, Sabbath evening, August 22nd. The evening began 
outside with a recounting of some of the history of Village 
school and an inspiring devotional by Pr. Michael 
Kusarawana. Members were then allowed into the hallways 
of the school to pray by each classroom door for the staff, 
teachers, and students that would soon be serving and 
learning there each day.  

Many of the renovations were observable and the sense 
prevailed that this would be a great year at VAES. Now three 
weeks into the school year, it is evident that these prayers are 
being answered. Please keep praying for our staff and young 
people at Village school. May God reach their hearts and 
prepare them for the days ahead. 

VILLAGESDA.CHURCH@GMAIL.COM PAGE !  OF !3 8

mailto:villagesda.church@gmail.com


CHURCH NEWSLETTER SEPTEMBER 19, 2020

Sharper Focus 
By Pr. Ron Kelly


The Boundary Waters consist of two million acres of wilderness in northern Minnesota and 
southern Ontario.  These rugged lands preserve a sense of  what the untrammeled landscape 
was like just over a century ago. Certain rules protect the unique experience that can be 
found there. Groups are limited to nine people and four watercraft.   That means that our 
group of 53 was subdivided six ways.   

As the trip was concluding and we all headed out of the park to our pre-determined 
rendezvous, we knew we would be paddling by those from our group at different campsites.  
It was difficult, however, to identify people from a distance.  So, out came the binoculars. 

As we traveled out of Tin Can Mike into Sandpit lake, I knew one of our groups enjoyed the 
only campsite on that lake. Pushing away from the portage and paddling to the next, I 
decided to eye the distant campers with my field glasses.   I was unable to make a certain 
determination, and discovered in the process that one of my optics was covered. My 
binoculars were actually working as a monocular.  

Two eyes give what we call depth perception.  As we look to the future and try to discern the 
meaning of todays events, we need a sharper spiritual focus.  We need to deepen and grow as 
the people of God. The crisis of the moment is designed to prepare for the crisis of the end.  
May God help us all to so see clearly as we gather, study, and pray on the way to our final 
deliverance and our eternal home.   
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The Question Is: “What did you learn on the 
canoe trip?”  
1) “I learned that chipmunks bite.  And I learned that the intricacies of God’s creation show 

His incredible love and care and are for our enjoyment.” ~ Corey Busch 
2) “I learned that chipmunks are evil.” ~ Seth Freeman 
3) “I re-learned how a positive attitude can make a huge difference. Our group made eight 

portages and paddled eleven miles the first day because of their positive attitude toward 
the work required to reach our goal.” ~ Todd Freeman 

4) “God has perfect timing. My Dad wanted to see a loon and we were not able to get close 
enough. But at our last campsite we heard a loon and found out there was a whole family 
of them on that lake!” ~ Merin Muhlenbeck 

5) “If you don’t put the effort in, you won’t get the results you want.” ~ Sara Lemon 
6) “Being out in the wilderness, I was reminded that even in the midst of all this world’s 

craziness, God is still in control.” ~ Scott Lemon 

The question for our next issue of Family Ties is: “Have you ever experienced what 
could have been an ‘angel encounter’? Briefly explain.”  E-mail your answer this 
week to: villagesda.church@gmail.com villagesda.church@gmail.com 

Newsy Bits: 
Bulb & Rhizome Plant Swap - The attendees of the last plant swap suggested we have 
another swap when it was time to divide bulbs, rhizomes, and other outside perennials. If 
you have any plants to divide, or would like to take on some that need a home, meet in the 
church parking lot, October 11, 10am.  Plants of all kinds are welcome and likely to appear.  If 
you would like a reminder call prior to the event, contact the church office (269-471-7795) to 
have your number put on a list.  

Community Blood Drive - Versiti will be here again to collect blood for our local 
hospital’s use. The current blood collection is at a dangerously low, two-day supply.      
COVID-19 antibody testing is now part of Versiti's normal disease panel screening for all 
successful donations.  Walk-ins welcome but appointments are preferred. Call 866-642-5663 
or schedule online by clicking here: https://donate.michigan.versiti.org/donor/schedules/
drive_schedule/134282 

Job Opening - ASAP Ministries is hiring a full-time mission-minded data entry/treasurer 
assistant. We are seeking a motivated, detail-oriented individual with an ability to work in a 
team environment. Computer and organizational skills are a must including a proficient 
knowledge of Microsoft Excel. Please send your résumé, references and cover letter 
to  amy.montevilla@asapministries.org. If you have any questions, please contact Amy 
Montevilla at 269-471-3026. 
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