
Daniel 11 Symposium  
Coming up, October 22-24, Village Church will host the the third, 
Daniel 11 Symposium. Again, scholars as well as pastors and lay 
people from the Adventist church will convene to study the final 
enigma of the book of Daniel. In past years the Muslim connection 
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and the hermeneutics of Daniel 11 were studied. The main presenter this year will be Dr. M. 
Younker. 

Thursday and Friday from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm scholars will pray together, present their 
studies, then review them in round table discussions. Sabbath services and Sabbath 
afternoon presentations from 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm will be shared in lay terms for a wider 
audience (although all are welcome to listen in on Thursday and Friday’s presentations if 
they wish). 

Some of the scholars tentatively expected to attend are: Dr. Oliver Glanz, Dr. Jerome 
Skinner, Dr. Randy Younker, Dr. Michael Younker, Dr. Roy Gane, Dr. Amanda McGuire-
Moushon, Dr. Tarsee Li, and Dr. Frank Hasel.  

There is a dedicated website with many published materials on the subject, a list of books 
one could read, as well as a “Comparison Chart of Various Views on Daniel 11.” Reading 
Daniel 11 from the Bible yourself is a good start.  And studying the prophecies in Daniel that 
are already understood will better prepare you for this study of the portion not yet 
understood. 

“The prophecies of Daniel demand our special attention, as they relate to the time in 
which we are living. With them should be linked the last book of the New Testament. 
The promise is plain that special blessing will accompany the study of these 
prophecies. ‘The wise shall understand.’ Verse 10. And of the revelation that Christ 
gave to John the promise is, ‘Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words 
of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein.’ Revelation 1:3. 
   
                 “From Splendor to Shadow” (SOP) p. 284 

 

A Tool and Treasure 
“Why I Am Here” podcast has recently uploaded 
a testimony by Elder Bob Hess. This and other 
inspiring testimonies are available to listen to, as 
a radio program would be: while driving, 
washing dishes, exercising, doing yard work, 
etcetera. 
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Created especially for sharing, these audio recordings feature true stories that might 
otherwise be forgotten. Stories of God’s hand at work in people’s lives in the midst of 
tragedy, health crisis, temptations, and ventures for the Kingdom. More stories are 
continually being added.  If you have one to share, contact Pr. Michael 269-815-2334. 

Who doesn’t like a good story? When your neighbor is telling you of a friend’s tragedy 
mention how encouraged you were by an account you heard on the podcast and share how to 
find it. When someone mentions their long commute or how boring it is to exercise, whip out 
the sharing card and tell them here are some great, true stories that will pass the time. Give 
them a teaser of one of the stories and encourage them to listen to hear the “rest of the 
story.” The best way to be inspired to share the stories is to listen to them yourself while you 
are doing your own exercise program or during a Sabbath afternoon. 

Find the podcast at: https://villagesda.org/
podcast. If your device doesn’t already have 
a podcast app you will receive a message 
asking if you would like to upload one to 
your phone or computer.  Choose a free 
app from the list under “More Options” 
and you are set to listen to “Why I Am 
Here” anytime. 

The podcast is a great tool for sharing a 
treasure! 

Get Into the Ark 
By Pr. Dennis Page 

Over the past couple weeks, I had a little time to watch a four-part series titled: “The Days of 
Noah.”  It impressed upon my mind again the significance of the work that is taking place in 
the heavenly sanctuary on our behalf and reminded me where we stand on the prophetic 
time line.  

In Matthew chapter 24, the disciples asked for the sign of Christ’s second coming and of the 
end of the world. Four times Jesus warned against deception. I believe it is noteworthy to 
understand that the deception may not only come from without, but also from within. I’m 
not just referring to within the church. Jesus would also have us carefully examine our heart 
and question our own motives as self-deception is dangerous. This is the same point Jesus is 
making to the church of Laodicea in Revelation 3:17. They think all is well, when in fact 
things are not so in the eyes of Christ.  

We look upon the world and we agree with Jesus. Matthew 24:37-39, Genesis 6:3-5, and 
Romans 1:28-32 tell us this generation today is as it was in Noah’s day—consumed with the 
cares of life and engaged in self-aggrandizement. There is a lack of compassion for humanity, 
very little respect for authority. And while many claim to be upset or repulsed with the 

VILLAGESDA.CHURCH@GMAIL.COM PAGE !  OF !3 7

https://villagesda.org/podcast/
https://villagesda.org/podcast/
mailto:villagesda.church@gmail.com


wickedness taking place, they themselves are taking pleasure in watching or playing games 
which promote and display the same wickedness. Paul would point out those, “Who knowing 
the Judgment of God, that thy which commit such things are worthy of death, not only do 
the same, but have pleasure in them that do them” Romans 1:32. 

I believe the Holy Spirit is speaking very clearly to God’s people as He does not want any to 
be lost. But if we will not be diligent to search our heart and turn away from the things of the 
world, we only have ourselves to blame. Steps to Christ page thirty-three: “Every act of 
transgression, every neglect or rejection of the grace of Christ, is reacting upon yourself; it is 
hardening the heart, depraving the will, benumbing the understanding, and not only making 
you less inclined to yield, but less capable of yielding, to the tender pleading of God’s Holy 
Spirit”.  

I appeal to all, spend more time now than 
ever before in the Word of God, Spirit of 
Prophecy,  prayer, and the service of the 
Lord. Because, “Satan employs every 
possible device to prevent men from 
obtaining a knowledge of the Bible; for its 
plain utterances reveal his deceptions.” 
Great Controversy p. 593.  

The call in Noah’s day was, get into the ark 
of safety. The call is the same for us today. 
Do you know what it means to enter the ark 
of safety? 

Newest Family Members 
Kathy Sturgess - [You will recognize Kathy as the most 
recent baptism here at Village. Her spiritual journey was 
shared in the last newsletter.]  Born and raised in Chicago 
suburbs, Kathy moved to Michigan ten years ago, when she 
became single; then moved to the immediate area five years 
ago. Her three children and six grandchildren live in 
Michigan as well. She studied accounting and psychology 
and has worked in banking/accounting throughout her 
career. In her free time Kathy loves walking, hiking, hanging 
out with her grandkids, and studying the Bible. Her favorite 
places to go walking are the MI state parks. Kathy’s goal is to 
be a leader in the Adventist church to help forward the 
mission until Jesus comes. 
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Samantha Penrod - Sami was born and raised in Eau Claire, MI.  
She is working while finishing her degree in Biophysics. In her free 
time, Sami enjoys camping, reading, learning new languages, and 
cooking (especially curry).  Sami is quite artistic and enjoys acrylic 
and watercolor painting and ceramics.  She also enjoys traveling to 
the Upper Peninsula and Katahdin Mountain in Maine and has 
two cats: Kami and Korra.  Sami has been helping out the Village 
church office by monitoring our website’s chat line. 

Gordan Family - Daniel and Rebekah were born in Ukraine in communist times. 
Rebekah’s family were Adventist and part of the underground church. Dan was introduced to 
the Bible at the age of 18 by a Baptist friend. After reading the Bible, he decided to find a 
church that followed it, thinking he would have to go to a Jewish synagogue. His Baptist 
friend steered him in the right direction once again, by telling him of a Christian church he 

knew that kept Sabbath - an Adventist church! Dan and 
Rebekah moved to the States over ten years ago and 
both of their children were born here. David (10) is in 
5th grade at VAES and enjoys outside activities such as 
bicycling and roller blading. Aaron (4) likes to follow big 
brother around. Dan is completing his PhD in Old 
Testament theology and enjoys guitar and photography. 
Rebekah has her degree in music [you will recognize her 
as one of our pianists]. She enjoys crocheting and is an 
excellent cook! The family enjoys spending time in 
nature, especially at Love Creek and the beach. 

Mung Family - Pr. Tual Mungtong and Sannu 
(often goes by Don, like Dawn with a different 
spelling) were both born in Myanmar and 
studied at Myanmar Union Adventist Seminary. 
They were married in Malaysia in 2013. Shortly 
after their wedding, Don moved to the States. Pr. 
Mungtong, who served as a youth pastor in his 
country for three years then as church pastor 
among the refugees in Malaysia, pastored a third  
year in Malaysia before he was was able to join 
Don here in the States in 2014.  

Pr. Mungtong is studying for his MDiv while serving as vice-president and assistant to the 
editor of the “Zomi Adventist Literature Society.” Don works as a caregiver while raising 
their two children Ruthdim (6) and Lenpi (2 1/2). The Mung family also operates “Voice of 
Hope Family Ministry.” This online ministry serves Adventists and functions as an 
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evangelistic tool, offering sermons, Sabbath school lesson study, and practical instructions in 
health and child rearing for all Zomi-speaking people here and in Myanmar. Even Ruthdim 
is involved in the ministry, recording the Bible stories in Zomi and English for the children!  
(Watch a story here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G1dbPXeVNRk) Sabbath evenings 
the family are busy with the AY Zoom meeting for all Zomi-speaking young people. In their 
very few moments of free time, Pr. Mungtong plays piano and the family enjoys singing 
together or going to a park or the beach.   

Pr. Mungtong’s personal goal is to see all of the Spirit of Prophecy books translated into the 
Zomi language, so his people around the world may read God’s special inspiration for the 
days in which we live. After Pr. Muntong finishes his degree, the family will serve God 
wherever He calls.  In the meantime, we are blessed to have them as Village family members. 

The Question Is: “Have you ever experienced 
what could have been an ‘angel encounter’?”  
1) “I had to cross a border from Uzbekistan to Tajikistan with six inspection points. War 

zone. I prayed at the crossing, and an old man came to my elbow and asked if I wanted to 
cross the border. I said yes. He took my arm, and we walked across, keeping our eyes 
down.  We were not stopped. At the other end, the old man was gone. Couldn't say thank 
you. He had spoken with me in perfect English. I believe he was an angel.” ~ Conrad Vine 

2) “When I was a little girl in second grade, I had to walk to school.  My brother would walk 
way ahead of me, and I was afraid.  One time when I was particularly afraid and prayed, I 
saw this bright light in the sky. I felt like an angel was saying ‘I am here walking with you.’ 
Also, when I was in the hospital and was anointed, I had my eyes closed but suddenly 
there was so much light. I felt like there was an angel presence there.” ~ Karen Mannen 

3) “My Grandpa was dying of metastatic colon/lung cancer and in excruciating pain when 
one day he moved the curtains near his chair to see out the window better. He later told 
us that he saw an angel come down from the sky. Grandpa told the angel ‘God has always 
been so good to me. Would you ask Him to please take this pain away?’ The angel told 
Grandpa he would ask, then disappeared. After some time, he reappeared and said, ‘Yes, 
John, God said you won’t have any more pain.’ And he didn’t! The last week of his life he 
was in the hospital, still without any pain meds, because the Dr. said: ‘We have indicators 
of when people are in pain, and he is not. We don’t know why this is for some people, but 
we have seen it before. He isn’t in any pain.’” ~ Toni Minikus 

4) “My great-aunt was a single parent of three and a Bible worker. One day while she was  
driving home, her car overheated. Just at that time the neighbor man came by and filled 
up the radiator. She drove further and it overheated again. And the same neighbor 
happened by and filled it again. A little further down the road the same thing, until she 
got home. The next day she went to thank the neighbor man and he said with 
bewilderment that he didn’t even see her the day before. Apparently, the angel knew that 
she wouldn’t be afraid if  ‘the neighbor man’ stopped to help her.” ~ Rhonda Johnson 
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The question for our next issue of Family Ties is: “What answer to prayer has taught 
you something special about God’s character.” E-mail your answer this week to: 
villagesda.church@gmail.com villagesda.church@gmail.com 

Newsy Bits: 
Blood Donated - A total of 32 units were donated 
last week at the blood drive hosted by Village 
church. Versiti was thankful for the great turn out. 
Their staff was small (the company derived the 
number of nurses needed based on their last event 
here) so the wait times were long!  After seeing our 
great turn out, they assured us that more staff 
would be sent next time. Thank you to everyone 
who patiently waited to donate.  

VAES Volunteer needed - for preparing and serving school lunch on Fridays.  If you have 
any interest or questions call Stacy at: 317-379-3811. 

Bulb & Rhizome Plant Swap Tomorrow - If you have any outside plants to divide, 
house plants to give away, or would like to take on plants that need a home, meet in the 
church parking lot, Oct. 11, 10:00 am.  Plants of all kinds are welcome and likely to appear.  

Phone Call Received at VAES - A man called the Village school a few weeks ago to 
inquire who put in our nice driveway and how much it cost as he has some cement work he 
would like to have done. The receptionist told him that it was all free labor by church 
members. The man exclaimed, “No one was paid?  You belong to a very dedicated church!” 

Safety Committee Meets - Our Village safety committee has been meeting regularly.  
Under the leadership of Pr. Page, Elder Conrad Vine, and Head Deacon John Dronen, plans 
are being formulated for emergency situations and best safety practices. Some of these plans 
will be shared soon in upcoming newsletters. 

Online Viewers Visit - A family from the East Coast stopped in at Village this past week in 
hopes of meeting the pastor. They have watched Village online multiple times. After 
receiving a job offer in South Bend, the family came to Indiana for an exploratory visit and  
drove up to Berrien Springs to find us. 

Montana Mission - Plans are underway for a site visit as we 
receive bids for the HVAC and dialog with the gas company about 
line installation. When the building has heat, work on the inside can 
begin! The hope is to take a group of electricians out this winter. 
Native-born Chris Simons, has several Bible studies going and has 
been reaching out to the youth on a regular basis through VBS.
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