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Montana Mission x 2 
Our first group of Montana missionaries in 2020 (pictured above) left 
on November 8 and returned eleven days later. They arrived before the 
heating system was completely installed, and temperatures dropped 
below 10F; so things started out quite chilly! But the HVAC installation 
was completed and fingers and toes returned to their usual proficiency. 
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Progress was made on the electrical work, plumbing drains were installed, and interior wall 
framing went up. Mealtimes were welcome breaks and kept Merna and B.J. plenty busy 
preparing food all day long.  

Morning and evening worships were shared as a group. And Sabbath the entire crew traveled 
nearly an hour to Plentywood SDA Church. The four or five members present that Sabbath 
pulled off a potluck for the entire team and thoroughly enjoyed worshipping with a larger 
number of fellow Adventists. 

The second group to go to Montana this year left December 10th and will return on Friday 
the 18th. This team of twelve, hope to finish up enough of the electrical and plumbing to 
facilitate a larger group in the Spring. Pray for traveling mercies and efficiency as they work. 

Locals at the Fort Peck Reservation are asking when “their” church will be open. It would be 
wonderful to open next fall with an evangelistic series!  
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B.J. Miller, Cody the local medicine man, 
Merna Witzel, and Chris Simons.

Plentywood SDA Church with the mission  
team choir up front.

Group WorshipWork in Progress
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Lifestyle Medicine/Training  
Programs Filled  
 
The Lifestyle Medicine Training and Immersion program reached capacity in less than two 
weeks. A waiting list is now being kept in the event a registered person should withdraw.  

Participants in the training will learn how to give several hydrotherapy treatments, 
administer poultices, and share lifestyle changes that will help fight disease and facilitate 
optimum health. Participants in the Immersion program will be immersed in lifestyle 
medicine, receiving treatments and consultations from medical professionals while the 
trainees work alongside to gain hands-on experience. 

We are thankful to have Dr. John Kelly, his team, and the Village health ministries team 
partnering to provide this wonderful opportunity. 

Young Adult’s Bonfire 
By Pr. Endi Stojanovic 

On November 7, the Village young adult group 
gathered for a bonfire to close out the Sabbath 
hours. There was  food, singing, a testimony from 
Pastor Mervin, and some capture the flag in the 
dark after Sabbath was over. Not to mention a fire 
which, at times, made us wonder if we were sitting 
next to the “fiery furnace.” It was a wonderful 
evening with friends and fellowship. There is 
nothing like a fire and a clear starry sky to remind 
us that in this big wide universe there is a Savior 
who cares for us all. 
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Thanksgiving Food Baskets 
Our Village Wolverine Pathfinders collected from the community 
and Village members 2,294 useable items which were divided into 
deliveries for thirty families plus one big basket shared with a clinic 
providing for cancer patients in the area.  

One Sabbath afternoon, bags were delivered to the doorsteps of 
homes in the community with a note explaining the need and when 
the bags would be collected. The next Sabbath afternoon, donations 
were collected from doorsteps. Then on a weeknight the Pathfinders 
sanitized each item and sorted out damaged cans and boxes, 
outdated items, and items that didn’t comply with healthful dietary choices. Items were then 
divided, according to family size, into several full bags of food per family! 

On November 15, monetary gifts were used to purchase potatoes, onions, and dinner rolls. 
Then the Thanksgiving gifts were delivered to grateful families, referred by Neighbor to 
Neighbor and community members. 

Thank you Pathfinders and Village members for your involvement in collecting and 
delivering these gifts of love to our community members in need. 

 

Annual Thanksgiving Meal 
We planned to serve fifty people, socially distanced, in the 
fellowship hall. Due to the rise of covid cases in our state, we 
decided to offer those who had signed up a take-out Thanksgiving 
meal instead. Somehow, not fifty but sixty-eight meals were given 
out on Thanksgiving day!  

Each bag included a full, ready-to-eat meal for one person with a pretty napkin, a page-long 
story, and a Thanksgiving hymn printed out. Families were given one of these bags per 
person plus a pretty, paper table cloth.  

Volunteers gave up their meals to make sure everyone who came by was served, the food  
somehow stretched to make just enough to serve all sixty-eight. Thank you to all who 
donated and to those who volunteered time, energy, and their meal! 

Special thanks to Merna Witzel for, once again, organizing and overseeing this event. 
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What’s Still Needed at N2N 
By Laura Meyer 

At Neighbor to Neighbor, we’ve had a whirlwind year. Our brand 
new Thrift Store enjoyed a successful grand opening at the 
beginning of November, thanks to our dedicated volunteers and wonderful patrons. 

With 10,000 square feet of retail space that allows for socially distanced shopping, Neighbor 
to Neighbor’s Thrift Store boasts a beautiful selection of holiday and house decor, well-
stocked shelves full of household items, small appliances, gently used furniture and 
footwear, clean clothing for the whole family, books, games, and so much more. If you 
haven’t been to Neighbor to Neighbor recently, you’re missing out on one of the best 
shopping experiences in Berrien Springs. Our friendly volunteers are happy to help you find 
what you’re looking for.  

However, one thing is missing in all of our improvements and new developments—you!  
From prayer partners to organizers, from greeters to greens keepers, Neighbor to Neighbor 
needs volunteers like you with talents like yours. 

Some volunteers work with our patrons assisting clients in the food pantry. Other volunteers 
help the Thrift Store run smoothly when we’re open on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and 
Thursdays by greeting people, organizing displays, running the cash register, or serving as 
prayer partners.  

Other volunteers serve behind the scenes. Some process clothing, artwork, and housewares. 
Some accept donations while others inspect what has come in and make any repairs that may 
be needed.  

We always need volunteers with specialized skills who are willing to serve. If you have a 
talent for janitorial services, landscape maintenance, plumbing, or electrical work, you could 
be an answer to our prayers! 

From Sunday through Thursday, volunteers help make Neighbor to Neighbor’s various 
ministries possible.  Our current volunteers invite you to join them in using your time and 
talents to give back to our community. To volunteer and become part of the Neighbor to 
Neighbor family of “love in motion,” call (269) 471-7411, or send an email to 
info@n2nhelps.com. We look forward to serving with you! 
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November Baptisms 
Yun Young Kim is a nursing student at Andrews. She had 
attended our young adult Sabbath school class on occasion and 
when self-isolating began, Yun started watching Village services 
online. One sermon in particular brought conviction to her heart. 
Pr. Kelly was talking about taking the blessings of the Adventist 
culture without giving anything to forward its mission. Yun 
decided she didn’t want to be in that category any longer. She 
emailed the church office asking for baptism and for preparation 
to be able to share the message with others. Yun was baptized 
November 7 with her family in Georgia watching online. Yun’s 
parents immigrated from South Korea when she was two years 
old. Yun has one brother, enjoys reading and journaling, and feels 
drawn to public health. (if she doesn’t end up in the mission field 
instead : ) 

David Charles Kelly was baptized Nov 28. He shared with the 
congregation his battle with not feeling good enough to be 
baptized and how putting off the decision to completely 
surrender his life to God left him vulnerable to the enemy’s traps. 
Unbeknownst to him, two years ago his Mom and her prayer 
partner, Pr. Esther, and others were praying for him daily during 
the 40 Days of Prayer.  On the thirty-ninth day of that special 
prayer time God set up an intervention for David that brought 
him to complete surrender. That day he called his parents to tell 
them he had given his life completely to Jesus. Over the ensuing 
months old ways were shed and God brought so many blessings 
into his life that David’s testimony included obvious awe at how 
good God has been to him. The biggest of those special blessings 
was his engagement to Kristen Proctor, which he announced at 
the Kelly family gathering over the Thanksgiving holiday! 

Financial Information - Did You Know? 
Online giving is becoming quite popular these days! Did you know that if you use the tithe 
envelope on our website under “Online Giving” our treasurer must enter all the information 
by hand just like you do? Furthermore, did you know that neither of you would have to do 
that if you created an account on the online giving site?   

It’s very simple to create your own account. On that same page on our website where you fill 
out the digital tithe envelope, look up at the very top right corner. Click where is says “Log 
In.” In the future this is where you will go to fill out your personalized digital tithe envelope 
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each week. This time click on “Sign Up” and create your account. Keep your password 
somewhere handy. Now each time you want to give online, simply go to the top right corner, 
click “Log In,” and enter your email address and password. Now you can fill out the digital 
tithe envelope without typing in your address and card information all over again. You will 
also be able to see the items you regularly give to, instead of having to scroll through them all 
each time.  

If you don’t wish to store your debit card information on the site, you don’t have to. Creating 
an account even without choosing to save your payment method will still save you and the 
treasurer from having to enter your name and contact information all over again each week. 
[Using a debit card on this site, instead of a credit card, will save the conference a 3% fee!] 

Please remember that all checks given to the church must be written out to: Village SDA 
Church. We cannot accept checks written out to other organizations. If you have a donation 
for AFM, for example, you must make out your check to AFM and send it to them directly. 

All year-end donations are due to the church office by noon, December 31st. The 
treasurer will be in the office that Thursday until noon to receive last-minute checks. All 
donations received after that time must be posted as a 2021 donation. 

The last of our financial goals for 2020 are: Church Budget and VAES 
Standing Strong. Giving this past year has been exceptionally good.  
Hasn’t it been a blessing to help with so many missions?!! 

“Rejoice in the LORD, ye righteous;  
and give thanks at the remembrance  
of His holiness.” Psalm 97:12 
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The Question Is: “Does your family have any 
special holiday traditions?”  
1. “Wrap presents for my friends; unwrap presents to me. Eat at Subway. Eat cookies. Sing 

Christmas songs.” ~ Terry Burrandt 
2. “Our family puts together a puzzle every year. We are looking forward to a ‘normal 

Christmas’ with the kids home and a live tree. In Saipan one man put lights on the stump 
of a palm tree broken off in the hurricane. It just wasn’t the same.” ~ Susan Bugbee 

3. “They have changed over the years from when all of my children were together to when it 
has been just me, or me and my local family. I like to buy gifts for my grandchildren, but I 
never give more than three presents per person because Jesus didn’t get more than three. 
One time my whole family got together with representation from Portugal, South Korea, 
Panama, and the Netherlands, and we made a dish from each country. Then we went to 
Frederick Meyers gardens where all sang Silent Night together in our own languages all 
the at same time. It was beautiful!” ~ Kay Kasper 

4. “Mom worked a 3-11pm shift and we would open presents when she got home Christmas 
Eve night, which by then was really early Christmas morning. When I was young, my 
family always set up an electric train around the tree. Now that Mom is gone my sister 
and I take turns hosting the family at our houses. We always host international students 
at our home for either Christmas or Thanksgiving.” ~ Vicki (blood draw participant) 

5. “My five kids all made their own ornaments, so when it is time to put up the tree they 
each put up the ones they made.” ~ Tim (blood draw participant) 

6. “We used to go to candlelight service, come home to a big dinner, read the Bible story, 
and have a birthday cake for Jesus. Now I have a later lunch at the house for all my grown 
children’s families, after they open presents at their own houses. This year I am going to 
have a dinner just for adults with a “white elephant” gift exchange.” ~ Debbie (blood draw 
participant) 

The question for our next issue of Family Ties is: “If you could be a missionary 
anywhere in the world, where would you go?”  E-mail your answer this week to: 
villagesda.church@gmail.com  

Newsy Bits 
El Salvador Container - The second container we shipped has left the port in California 
en route to El Salvador. Pray that it gets the green light to go through the shipping yard in El 
Salvador without everything being unpacked for inspection. 

“Care for Cuba” Container Full - The container is waiting for permission from Cuba 
before a shipping request will be accepted. Pray that permission is granted soon. 

Blood Drive - The December blood drive yielded 25 units of whole blood. About half of that 
was donated by Village members.  Another opportunity will come next Spring. 
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Sabbath School Air Filters - The Village Sabbath school classrooms for children, in the 
basement, were equipped a couple months ago with 4-stage hepa filters.   

7th Grade Biology Trip - In February our 7th grade students at Village Adventist 
Elementary School will embark on a grand adventure of hands-on learning in the Florida 
everglades. Students will visit Southern Adventist University on the way, camp, tour, snorkel, 
and never forget what they have learned about God’s amazing creations. A team just came 
back from a site visit to prepare final details for this experience. Ask a seventh-grader at the 
end of February what they enjoyed most about their class trip! 

Care Package to the Middle East - A little band of women in our congregation have been 
praying for people, especially each person on the back of our bulletin. They also decided to 
participate in their prayers by reaching out to the people they are praying for. One such act 
was a package sent to Christ Borchardt, son of Village members Randy and Kathy Borchardt. 
Chris is serving as a military doctor in an unnamed location in the Middle East. He and his 
entire cohort enjoyed the goodies that were sent and especially thanked the ladies for their 
prayers. Randy and Kathy are also very thankful for the kindness shown to their son.
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